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The church of Christ suffered a slight decline in its number of adherents between 1990 and 2000. Its congregations are
relatively small, averaging 214 adherents per church. The distribution of its congregations is displayed in Figure 9, above.
Congregations are present in less than half of the state’s counties. In stark contrast with the ubiquitous Baptists [2], the
county with the highest proportion of religious adherents is Warren [3], with almost 6% of the population. It is one of only
four that show shares of at least 5%. Most of the Church of Christ congregations are found in the central and northern
parts of the Piedmont corridor [4] and in a related belt that extends from Raleigh [5] through the New Bern area.

The Church of Christ is the result of mergers of earlier denominations, the Old German Reformed church and the
Republican Methodist church. The latter had even earlier ties with the New England Congregationalist church. The
German Reformed church located where Germans originally settled [6] in North Carolina, mainly on the Piedmont. The
Republican Methodist church, on the other hand, developed primarily in eastern North Carolina. Elements of both patterns
can be seen in the distribution today of Church of Christ congregations (Figure 9).

 

Additional Resources:

2012 Statistical Abstract. Population: Religion. U.S. Census Bureau.
http://www.census.gov/library/publications/2011/compendia/statab/131ed/p... [7]

Guide to Researching the History of Religion in North Carolina. UNC-Chapel Hill
Libraries. https://guides.lib.unc.edu/religious-studies [8]
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Hartford Institute for Religion Research. http://www.hartfordinstitute.org/ [9]

State Membership Report, North Carolina. The Association of Relgion Data Archives (ARDA) https://www.thearda.com/ [10]
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