Published on NCpedia (https://ncpedia.org)
Home > Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Share it now!

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
See also: Lutheran Church; Lutheran Schools of Mount Pleasant; Lenoir-Rhyne College

by Alfred W. Stuart
Professor Emeritus of Geography, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, 2010.
Reprinted with permission from The North Carolina Atlas Revisited. Managing editor: Alfred W. Stuart.

[1]

Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) also have a link with North Carolina’s past. During
the colonial period, German migrants settled [2] on the Piedmont corridor and established Lutheran churches as they did.
Figure 5, above, illustrates the contemporary pattern of these churches. It appears to reflect this historic pattern, with the
highest proportions occurring in the central part of the state along the Piedmont corridor and in the Wilmington [3] area.
Again, apparently some of the retirees who moved to the state are Lutherans, as shown by the higher proportions in
Moore [4] and Watauga [5] counties, as well as in and around the Asheville [6] area. Still others are along the central Coastal
Plain, another site favored by retirees. ELCA congregations are mid-sized, with about 375 adherents each.

Another component of the Lutheran Church is the Missouri Synod. It differs from its larger counterpart by espousing a
literal interpretation of scripture and denying ordination to women. While significantly smaller than the ELCA, Missouri
Synod congregations grew faster between 1990 and 2000 (Table 1 [7]). These congregations are found in much the same
areas as the more numerous ones of the ELCA.

Additional Resources:

2012 Statistical Abstract. Population: Religion. U.S. Census
Bureau. http://www.census.gov/library/publications/2011/compendia/statab/131ed/p... [8]
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Guide to Researching the History of Religion in North Carolina: Lutheran Church. UNC-Chapel Hill
Libraries. https://library.unc.edu/wilson/ncc/ [9]

Hartford Institute for Religion Research. http://www.hartfordinstitute.org/ [10]

State Membership Report, North Carolina. The Association of Relgion Data Archives (ARDA)https://www.thearda.com/ [11]
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