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Photograph of Blount Hall, circa 1945. Image from East
Carolina University Digital Collections. sJacob Blount 14, planter, entrepreneur, politician, and
Revolutionary War [5) paymaster, was born inBeaufort County g in 1726 to Thomas and Ann Elizabeth Reading Blount.
Although he was from a prominent family, nothing is known of his early life or education. In 1748 he married Barbara Gray

of Bertie County 7, where the couple lived for some time near Windsor. By 1759 the Blounts moved to Craven (latefPitt (s))
County, where Jacob amassed a plantation of about 6,000 acres.

Blount was a justice of the peace in Bertie and Craven Counties, and represented the latter in the General Assembly in
1766, 1768, 1769, and 1770-1771. Although most sources report that Blount fought for Tryon igiat the Battle of Alamance
ro,, there are no records to support this. His business partner, Richard Blackledge, served as commisary general to the
expedition, so it is possible Blount contributed to the effort. He was a member of the Pitt County Committee of Safety i1
and served in the first, third, and fourth provincial congresses 2. Blount was initially appointed paymaster to the Second
Regiment of the North Carolina Continental Line and later served in that capacity for the province.

Jacob Blount built Blount Hall sometime prior to 1762 in what would eventually be Pitt County. It was located sixteen miles
southwest of Greenville isand stood, though altered in appearance, until the 1960s when it was destroyed by fire. Jacob
and Barbara Blount had seven children, William (14, Ann, John Gray s, Louisa, Reading 1e1, Thomas 17, and Jacob. When
Barbara died, Jacob married Hannah Salter Baker, fathering five more children, two of whom lived to maturity—Willie and
Sharpe. After Hannah died, Jacob married Mary Adams. Blount died at his home August 17, 1789, leaving a legacy of civil
and military service and of business acumen which his family would continue.
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A photograph of Blount Hall, cca 1911. Image from Arhive.org. ) - (18]
References:

Alice Barnwell Keith, ed., John Gray Blount Papers, |1, 1764-1789 (1952)

William S. Powell, ed., Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, 1, 178—sketch by Armistead Jones Maupin

"Roster of Tryon’s Provincial Forces at the Battle of Alamance," Research Branch files, North Carolina Office of Archives
and History

William L. Saunders and Walter Clark, eds., Colonial and State Records of North Carolina(1886-1914)
Additional Resources:

King, Henry T. (Henry Thomas), b. 1861. Sketches of Pitt County, a brief history of the county, 1704-1910; illustrations
and maps. Raleigh, Edwards. 1911. https://archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king 120 (accessed May 28, 2013).

Image Credits:

"Blount Hall, Pitt County, N.C., built ca. 1745 (ca. 1945) Note: Blount Hall was the birthplace of Thomas Blount, the
brother of William Blount who signed the Constitution." Photograph. Circa 1945. Francis M. Manning Collection. East
Carolina University Digital Collections. http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/128314#details 13 (accessed May 29, 2013).

"Blount's Hall." Photograph. Sketches of Pitt County, a brief history of the county, 1704-1910; illustrations and maps.

Raleigh, Edwards. 1911. 52. https:/archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king/page/n59/mode/2up ?view=theater (1g
(accessed May 28, 2013).

Subjects:

Colonial period (1600-1763) 21]
Places 122

Authors:

Wegner, Ansley Herring 23
Origin - location:

Pitt County 4

From:

Research Branch, NC Office of Archives and History. s
1 January 2009 | Wegner, Ansley Herring

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/blount-hall

Links
1] https://ncpedia.org/blount-hall [2] https://www.dncr.nc.gov/about-us/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program [3]


https://archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king/page/n59/mode/2up?view=theater
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/documents?adv_title=John Gray Blount Papers|AND&searchtypes=Full text|Metadata&applyState=true
https://archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king
http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/12831#details
https://archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king/page/n59/mode/2up?view=theater
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/wegner-ansley-herr
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-21
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/research-bran
https://ncpedia.org/blount-hall
https://ncpedia.org/blount-hall

http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/12831#details [4] https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-jacob [5] https://ncpedia.org/american-revolution [6]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/beaufort [7] https:/ncpedia.org/geography/bertie [8] https:/ncpedia.org/geography/pitt [9]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/tryon-william [10] https:/ncpedia.org/alamance-battle [11] https://ncpedia.org/committees-safety [12]
https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses [13] https://ncpedia.org/greenville [14] https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-william [15]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-john-gray [16] https:/ncpedia.org/biography/blount-reading [17] https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-thomas [18]

https://archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king/page/n59/mode/2up?view=theater [19] https://digital.ncdcr.gov/documents?
adv_title=John%20Gray%20Blount%20Papers| AND&amp;searchtypes=Full%20text|Metadata&amp;applyState=true [20]
https://archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period [22]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places [23] https:/ncpedia.org/category/authors/wegner-ansley-herr [24] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-
location/coastal-21 [25] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/research-bran


https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-jacob
https://ncpedia.org/american-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/geography/beaufort
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bertie
https://ncpedia.org/geography/pitt
https://ncpedia.org/biography/tryon-william
https://ncpedia.org/alamance-battle
https://ncpedia.org/committees-safety
https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses
https://ncpedia.org/greenville
https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-william
https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-john-gray
https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-reading
https://ncpedia.org/biography/blount-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/wegner-ansley-herr
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-21
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/research-bran

	Blount Hall [1]
	Blount Hall

