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Wright, Claiborne
by R. H. Detrick, 1996

1810–6 Mar. 1836

"Battle of the Alamo," artistic depiction by Percy Moran,
1912. Claiborne Wright fought in the defense of the Alamo
and died when the Alamo fell to General Antonio Lopez.
From the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs
Online Collection.  [2]Claiborne Wright, Alamo [3] defender, was born in North
Carolina, perhaps the son of Henrietta Claiborne (1754–1810) and William Wright (1752–1827), natives, respectively, of
King William County and Fauquier County, Va., who moved to Surry County [4], N.C., in 1774. Young Claiborne Wright
traveled to Texas, possibly to visit a family of the same name who lived at Pecan Point in Red River County. Eventually he
settled in Gonzales, Tex., and enlisted as a private in the Texas army. On 29 February 1836 he accompanied a group of
thirty-one other Gonzales residents to San Antonio de Bexar to aid in the defense of the Alamo. The force arrived at San
Antonio on 1 March and entered the Alamo under the cover of darkness that night. Wright died five days later when the
besieged Alamo fell to the armies of General Antonio López de Santa Anna.

On 25 June 1851 the state of Texas awarded Wright's heirs a bounty of 1,920 acres of public land "for his having fallen
with Travis in the Alamo." In 1860 the acreage of the land grant was doubled.
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