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May 1775–May 1863

Absalom Warlick, skilled ironworker, was born near Warlick Settlement in West Lincoln County [2], the son of Valentine
Warlick and Catherine Whisenhunt (Visinand/Whisonant). Daniel Warlick I and Marie Barbara Schindler, the pioneers,
were his grandparents. Absalom married Sally Crowder, who gave birth to three children. His sister married Michael
Schenck [3], his partner in the Schenck-Warlick cotton mills [4].

In 1813 Michael Schenck built the first cotton mill [5] in North Carolina. The seventy-two spindle mill was water-powered.
Like most early mills, it was engaged in spinning, not weaving. Warlick made gears and shafting for the machinery, as he
did in their mill built in 1816. Both mills were located near McDaniel's Springs, two miles east of Lincolnton. The second
mill was built because the dam broke in 1816. Farther down the branch on Warlick's land, the second dam was
constructed on a solid rock shoal that can be seen today. Warlick and Schenck agreed in 1816 to pay Michael Beam
$1,300 for machinery for the second mill. The rest of the machinery came from Providence, R.I. According to Warlick
family history, Absalom's three brothers—Daniel, David, and John—had shares in the cotton mill. Because their sister
Barbara died in 1815, they were not tied to Schenck. Thus, they sold their shares and moved to Cleveland County [6].
Schenck formed a new partnership in 1818 that constructed a larger mill at what became Laboratory, near Lincolnton.

Before 1820, Warlick moved to Lawndale. After his wife died in 1856, he lived with his daughter, Jane Jones. On his own
death he left an estate worth $744. At that time he owned 122 acres. He was buried at Palm Tree United Methodist
Church near Lawndale.
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