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ca. 1685–ca. 1723

William Swann, legislator, was the eldest son of powerful Albemarle leader Samuel Swann [2] and his first wife, Sarah
Drummond, who had been the widow of North Carolina's early Proprietary governor, William Drummond [3]. In all likelihood
William Swann was born in Virginia at Swann's Point near Jamestown. In the fall of 1694 he entered North Carolina with
his father; Sarah Drummond had died recently, and Samuel married Elizabeth Lillington, the daughter of a prominent
Albemarle planter [4].

By 1709 Swann had entered North Carolina politics as a member of the lower house of the Assembly from Currituck
Precinct. Two years later he was speaker of the house and spearheaded passage of punitive measures against the
leaders of Cary's Rebellion, especially Thomas Cary [5] and Edward Moseley [6]. Swann also served in the assemblies of
1715/16 and 1722. He was a vestryman and militia colonel for Currituck in 1715.

After 1722 Swann does not appear in the extant records of North Carolina. It seems likely that he died (probably intestate)
around 1723.
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