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Strudwick, William Francis
by Eva Burbank Murphy, 1994

12 May 1770–31 July 1810

William Francis Strudwick, Orange County [2] legislator, was born at Stag Park, on the Northeast River near Wilmington [3];
his parents were Samuel [4] (will dated 1794) and Martha Williams Strudwick. It was reported that Samuel Strudwick had
another son, Edmund.

In 1789 William Francis was an Orange County delegate to the second state constitutional [5] convention (November 17–
22) in Fayetteville [6]. He also served in the state senate in 1792–93 at New Bern and in 1797 at Raleigh. Between those
two terms he represented the Fourth District in the U.S. Congress (13 Dec. 1796–3 Mar. 1797), completing the term of
Absalom Tatom [7]. Returning to the North Carolina General Assembly [8], he served in the house from 1801 to 1803.
Between his legislative terms, he pursued agricultural interests. His name is also found in Orange County records as an
executor of deeds in 1804.

In 1793 Strudwick married Martha Shepperd (12 Apr. 1770–16 June 1844) in Orange County (marriage bond issued on 5
Sept. 1793). They had at least five children: Elizabeth Jane (Aug. 1794–19 May 1871), Samuel (12 June 1796–21 Nov.
1872), Edmund Charles Fox [9] (28 Mar. 1802–29 Nov. 1879), Martha Lucia Margaret (1808–64), and William Francis, Jr.
(1810–52).

The particulars of his death are uncertain. A Raleigh newspaper of August 1810 reported the death of a Major William E.
Strudwick at Stag Park, forty-eight years old, leaving a wife and five children. Elsewhere it was reported that he was
buried on his Hawfields estate in Orange County.
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