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Thomas Fielding Scott, Episcopal bishop, was born in the community of Scotts in west central Iredell County [2], the son of
James and Rebekkah Worke Scott. Sometime in his youth he was a blacksmith and after a day of hard work he would
gather lightwood knots to provide illumination for reading in the evening. This, he later said, was the means of his earliest
education. As a young man he moved to Georgia and in 1829 was graduated from Franklin College in Athens (now the
University of Georgia [3]), from which he also received an honorary doctor of divinity degree in 1853. He was a large man,

over 6 feet tall and weighed around 250 pounds. 
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Scott was licensed as a Presbyterian to preach in 1830 and served a number of rural churches in small towns in Georgia
and Tennessee. After meeting Bishop James H. Otey and the Reverend Leonidas Polk [5], he "made a thorough study of
the Scriptural and historical claims of the Episcopacy" and reached "the firm and unalterable conclusion that the doctrine
was true." Having become concerned over the splits in the Presbyterian church, he became an Episcopalian in 1842. The
following year he was ordained deacon in St. Paul's Church, Augusta, Ga. Advanced to the priesthood in Christ Church,
Macon, in 1844, he served churches in Marietta and Columbus. In 1852 at Macon, Ga., at the Seventh Annual Fair of the
Southern Cotton and Agricultural Society, he was awarded a silver pitcher for the best acceptable essay on "The
Management and Treatment of Slaves. [6]"

The General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 1853 elected Scott missionary bishop of the Territory of Oregon, with
jurisdiction in the Territory of Washington—a region that also included the later state of Idaho and portions of western
Montana and western Wyoming. He was consecrated in Christ Church, Savannah, on 8 Jan. 1854. Bishop Scott was
counted a good scholar and an effective preacher. In his own words he was "conservative and catholic," yet an
acquaintance from his early days in Oregon recalled that he never wore vestments but instead "officiated in a citizen's
suit."

Sailing south and crossing the Isthmus of Panama, the new bishop and his wife reached Oregon on 22 April. He made his
headquarters at Portland and served his vast territory during the period 1854–66; at times he also administered the
Diocese of California. It was reported that he traveled by canoe, stagecoach, horseback, or foot. Sometimes his route lay
through uncharted country, through Indian territory, and in places where food and lodging were scarce. In spite of these
apparent difficulties, Scott set about laying broad plans for the growth of the Episcopal church in the Northwest. One of
the stations in his territory was five hundred miles from his home, yet after just a little over two years two schools were
operating and in 1861 publication of the Oregon Churchman was begun.

The labors of Bishop Scott, so far removed from other churchmen, served as an inspiration for the whole country. His
magnificent work was well known and appreciated, and in spite of extreme handicaps he laid secure foundations which
were necessary for the achievements of those who followed him. It has been said that his "vision was greater than his
opportunity," and he was considered "an authentic martyr of the American Church."

In 1830, while living in Georgia, he married Evelyn Appleby, whose ill health in 1866 prompted the bishop to offer his
resignation. En route to the General Convention of 1867 by sea and again crossing Panama, Scott became ill and on 11
July was taken from the ship to a hospital in New York where he died three days later of "Panama fever." He was buried
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in Trinity churchyard in the cemetery beside the Chapel of the Intercession at 155th Street and Broadway. Bishop and
Mrs. Scott had no children.

References:

Thomas E. Jessett, "Bishop Scott and the Episcopal Church in Washington [7]," Pacific Northwest Quarterly 38 (January
1947), and "Thomas Fielding Scott: Bishop of Oregon [8]," Oregon Historical Quarterly 55 (March 1954).

Journal of the . . . Protestant Episcopal Church in a General Convention . . . 1853 [9] (1854).

Mildred J. Miller, ed., The Heritage of Iredell County [10] (1980).

North Carolina Churchman 44 [11] (May 1955 [portrait]).

Oregon Churchman 3 (September 1911), 5 (December 1913).

Thomas F. Scott Papers (Archives of the Episcopal Church, Austin, Tex.).

Statesville, N.C., Landmark, 6 Sept. 1875.

Who Was Who in America: Historical Volume, 1607–1896 [12] (1967).

Additional Resources:

Horner, John B. 1919. Oregon, her history, her great men, her literature. Corvallis, Or., Press of the Gazette-
times. http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001611093 [13] (accessed July 17, 2014).

Scott, Thomas Fielding, and William Bacon Stevens. 1853. Columbus, Ga., to Rev. [William Bacon] Stevens. Autographs
and Manuscripts of the Bishops of the Protestant Episopal Church (MA 369). https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-
letter-signed-columbus-ga-to-rev-william-bacon-stevens-1853-jan-11/oclc/842963507 [14] (accessed July 17, 2014). 

Scott, Thomas Fielding, and William Bacon Stevens. 1853. Marietta, Ga., to Rev. [William Bacon] Stevens. Autographs
and Manuscripts of the Bishops of the Protestant Episopal Church (MA 369). https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-
letter-signed-marietta-ga-to-rev-william-bacon-stevens-1848-oct-24/oclc/842940567 [15] (accessed July 18, 2014).

Scott, Thomas Fielding, and William Stevens Perry. 1866. Portland, Ore., to Rev. W[illiam] S[tevens] Perry. Autographs
and Manuscripts of the Bishops of the Protestant Episopal Church (MA 369). https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-
letter-signed-portland-ore-to-rev-william-stevens-perry-1866-dec-28/oclc/842972090 [16] (accessed July 18, 2014).

Scott, Thomas Fielding. 1866. The peace of God; a sermon delivered in St. Stephen's chapel, Portland, Oregon, on the
day of national Thanksgiving, Dec. 7, 1865. Oregon farmer bk. and job pr. https://www.worldcat.org/title/peace-of-god-a-
sermon-delivered-in-st-stephens-chapel-portland-oregon-on-the-day-of-national-thanksgiving-dec-7-1865/oclc/033185167
[17] (accessed July 18, 2014).

Scott, Thomas Fielding. 1836. Practical remarks, addressed to young christians. Written with particular reference to the
churches on the frontier of Georgia. Philadelpha: Alexander Towar. http://search.library.duke.edu/search?
id=DUKE001406414 [18] (accessed July 18, 2014).

Sternberg, Charles H. 1878. "Notables" Photographic Collection. https://www.worldcat.org/title/notables-photographic-
collection-circa-1878/oclc/806228849 [19] (accessed July 17, 2014).

Image Credits:

Scott, Thomas Fielding. "North Carolina Churchman [serial]." Photograph. 1955. Internet
Archives. https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinachu4144epis#page/n623/mode/2up [4] (accessed July 18, 2014).

Subjects: 
Biographies [20]

Religious Leaders and Clergy [21]

Authors: 
Powell, William S. [22]

Origin - location: 
Iredell County [23]

Statesville [24]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [25]

1 January 1994 | Powell, William S.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/scott-thomas-fielding

Links 2

https://www.worldcat.org/title/bishop-scott-and-the-episcopal-church-in-washington/oclc/5543010282
https://www.worldcat.org/title/thomas-fielding-scott-bishop-of-oregon/oclc/7705287
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/011637479
https://www.worldcat.org/title/heritage-of-iredell-county-1980/oclc/7551318
https://archive.org/details/northcarolinachu4144epis
https://www.worldcat.org/title/who-was-who-in-america-historical-volume-1607-1896-a-component-volume-of-whos-who-in-american-history-a-compilation-of-sketches-of-individuals-both-of-the-united-states-of-america-and-other-countries-who-have-made-contribution-to-or-whose-activity-was-in-some-manner-related-to-the-history-of-the-united-states-from-the-founding-of-jamestown-colony-to-the-year-of-continuation-by-volume-i-of-who-was-who/oclc/39715719
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001611093
https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-letter-signed-columbus-ga-to-rev-william-bacon-stevens-1853-jan-11/oclc/842963507
https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-letter-signed-marietta-ga-to-rev-william-bacon-stevens-1848-oct-24/oclc/842940567
https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-letter-signed-portland-ore-to-rev-william-stevens-perry-1866-dec-28/oclc/842972090
https://www.worldcat.org/title/peace-of-god-a-sermon-delivered-in-st-stephens-chapel-portland-oregon-on-the-day-of-national-thanksgiving-dec-7-1865/oclc/033185167
http://search.library.duke.edu/search?id=DUKE001406414
https://www.worldcat.org/title/notables-photographic-collection-circa-1878/oclc/806228849
https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinachu4144epis#page/n623/mode/2up
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/i
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/scott-thomas-fielding


Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/scott-thomas-fielding [2] https://ncpedia.org/geography/iredell [3] http://www.uga.edu/ [4]
https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinachu4144epis#page/n623/mode/2up [5] https://ncpedia.org/biography/polk-leonidas [6]
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/011534463 [7] https://www.worldcat.org/title/bishop-scott-and-the-episcopal-church-in-
washington/oclc/5543010282 [8] https://www.worldcat.org/title/thomas-fielding-scott-bishop-of-oregon/oclc/7705287 [9]
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/011637479 [10] https://www.worldcat.org/title/heritage-of-iredell-county-1980/oclc/7551318 [11]
https://archive.org/details/northcarolinachu4144epis [12] https://www.worldcat.org/title/who-was-who-in-america-historical-volume-1607-1896-a-
component-volume-of-whos-who-in-american-history-a-compilation-of-sketches-of-individuals-both-of-the-united-states-of-america-and-other-
countries-who-have-made-contribution-to-or-whose-activity-was-in-some-manner-related-to-the-history-of-the-united-states-from-the-founding-of-
jamestown-colony-to-the-year-of-continuation-by-volume-i-of-who-was-who/oclc/39715719 [13] http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001611093 [14]
https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-letter-signed-columbus-ga-to-rev-william-bacon-stevens-1853-jan-11/oclc/842963507 [15]
https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-letter-signed-marietta-ga-to-rev-william-bacon-stevens-1848-oct-24/oclc/842940567 [16]
https://www.worldcat.org/title/autograph-letter-signed-portland-ore-to-rev-william-stevens-perry-1866-dec-28/oclc/842972090 [17]
https://www.worldcat.org/title/peace-of-god-a-sermon-delivered-in-st-stephens-chapel-portland-oregon-on-the-day-of-national-thanksgiving-dec-7-
1865/oclc/033185167 [18] http://search.library.duke.edu/search?id=DUKE001406414 [19] https://www.worldcat.org/title/notables-photographic-
collection-circa-1878/oclc/806228849 [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy [22]
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0 [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/i [24]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location [25] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

3

https://ncpedia.org/biography/scott-thomas-fielding
https://ncpedia.org/geography/iredell
https://ncpedia.org/biography/polk-leonidas
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/i
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Scott, Thomas Fielding [1]
	Scott, Thomas Fielding
	12 Mar. 1807–14 July 1867


