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26 Nov. 1881-1 July 1959Sesquicentennial Committee. 2

William Walter Peele, Methodist clergyman and educator, was born atGibson 13, the son of Andrew and Nora Jane Gibson
Peele. He received a bachelor of arts degree at Trinity College 4 (now Duke University s1) in 1903 and was elected to Phi
Beta Kappa.

In 1906 Peele was ordained to the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. From 1903 to 1906 he served as
professor of mathematics and from 1906 to 1909 as president of Rutherford College ¢ (established in 1853 inBurke
County 7 as Rutherford Academy; later the academy and Weaver College sy merged with Brevard College ). After

leaving Rutherford he was headmaster of Trinity Park School, the preparatory school of Trinity College, and professor of
biblical literature at Trinity. He returned to the pastorate and from 1918 to 1923 served as pastor of Edenton Street
Methodist Church in Raleigh (1o; and Trinity Methodist Church in Durham 1111. In 1928 Peele transferred to the Western
North Carolina Annual Conference and became pastor of the First Methodist Church in Charlotte 12, serving until 1937. He
was the presiding elder of the Greensboro 113 District from 1937 to 1938.

In 1938 he was elected bishop at the last General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, which united
with the Methodist Episcopal church and the Methodist Protestant church to form the Methodist church at the United
Conference in Kansas City, Mo. (26 Apr.—10 May 1939). He was assigned to the Richmond Area, which included Virginia
and North Carolina (fifty-six eastern counties), then elected president of the Council of Bishops. Peele was the only pastor
of Edenton Street Church to be elected to the episcopacy since the church was founded in 1811. Peele served the church
as vice-president of the foreign division of the Board of Missions; chairman of the Commission on Army and Navy
Chaplains, Commission on Camp Activities, and Methodist Commission on Overseas Relief; and president of the North
Carolina Council of Churches. He received honorary degrees from Duke University and Randolph-Macon College (14.

Peele married Elizabeth Lytch of Laurinburg 1151 in 1911, but they had no children. At his retirement in 1952 he was
succeeded in the Richmond Area by Bishop Paul Neff Garber 11¢) (1899—1972), onetime professor of church history at
Duke University. He died at Laurinburg and was buried in a family cemetery near the Peele home.

References:
E. S. Bucke, The History of American Methodism, vol. 3 (1964).

Elmer T. Clark, Methodism in Western North Carolinanz (1966).

Edenton Street in Methodism, 1811—1961 15 (1961).


https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/peele-william-walter
https://archive.org/stream/edentonstreetinm00eden#page/12/mode/2up/search/peele
https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Gibson/0
https://ncpedia.org/trinity-college
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university
https://ncpedia.org/rutherford-college
https://ncpedia.org/geography/burke
https://ncpedia.org/weaver-college
https://ncpedia.org/brevard-college
https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Raleigh/0
https://ncpedia.org/geography/durham
https://ncpedia.org/geography/charlotte
https://ncpedia.org/greensboro-0
http://www.rmc.edu/default.aspx
https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Laurinburg/0
https://ncpedia.org/biography/garber-paul-neff
https://archive.org/details/methodisminweste00clar
https://archive.org/details/edentonstreetinm00eden

Journal of the North Carolina Conference (1960).
North Carolina Christian Advocate, 16 July 1959.

William S. Powell, Higher Education in North Carolinais (1964).

Additional Resources:

Methodist Church (U.S.). General Conference. Journal of the 1960 Genereal Confeerence of the Methodist
Church. Nashville, Tenn.: Methodist Pub. House. 1960. https://archive.org/details/journaldenver00meth 120 (accessed
September 15, 2014).

Rutherford College. Rutherford College Catalog. Rutherford College (N.C.): Rutherford College. 1905-
1906. https://archive.org/details/rutherfordcolleg19051906 21 (accessed September 15, 2014).

Rutherford College. Rutherford College Catalog. Rutherford College (N.C.): Rutherford College. 1908-
1909. https://archive.org/details/rutherfordcolleg19081909 122 (accessed September 15, 2014).

Image Credits:

Edenton Street United Methodist Church (Raleigh, N.C.). Edenton Street in Methodism: 1811-1961, sesquicentennial,
Edenton Street Methodist Church: a memorial

book. 1961. https://archive.org/stream/edentonstreetinm00eden#page/12/mode/2up/search/peele 1z (accessed September
15, 2014).

Subjects:
Biographies 23
Educators 4

Religious Leaders and Clergy 25
Authors:

Carroll, Grady L. E., Sr. [26]
Origin - location:
Scotland County 7
Laurinburg s
Buncombe County g
Weaverville 30

Burke County 31
Morganton sz
Transylvania County s3]
Brevard 134

Brevard College s
Durham County s
Durham [37]

Duke University (s

Guilford County 39
Greensboro po

Mecklenburg County 1
Charlotte a2

Moore County 3

Wake County (4

Raleigh [45]

From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.us

1 January 1994 | Carroll, Grady L. E., Sr.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/peele-william-walter

Links

1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/peele-william-walter [2] https://archive.org/stream/edentonstreetinm00eden#page/12/mode/2up/search/peele [3]
https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Gibson/0 [4] https://ncpedia.org/trinity-college [5] https://ncpedia.org/duke-university [6]
https://ncpedia.org/rutherford-college [7] https://ncpedia.org/geography/burke [8] https://ncpedia.org/weaver-college [9] https:/ncpedia.org/brevard-
college [10] https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Raleigh/0 [11] https://ncpedia.org/geography/durham [12] https://ncpedia.org/geography/charlotte

13] https://ncpedia.org/greensboro-0 [14] http://www.rmc.edu/default.aspx [15] https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Laurinburg/0 [16]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/garber-paul-neff [17] https://archive.org/details/methodisminweste00clar [18]

https://archive.org/details/edentonstreetinm00eden [19] https://www.worldcat.org/title/higher-education-in-north-carolina/oclc/1194953 [20]
https://archive.org/details/journaldenver00meth [21] https://archive.org/details/rutherfordcolleg19051906 [22]
https://archive.org/details/rutherfordcolleg19081909 [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [24]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [25] https:/ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy [26] hitps:/ncpedia.org/category/authors/carroll-
grady-l-e [27] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--0 [28] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/laurinburg [29]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-8 [30] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location-13 [31] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-
location/mountai-17 [32] https:/ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/morganton [33] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-6 [34]


https://www.worldcat.org/title/higher-education-in-north-carolina/oclc/1194953
https://archive.org/details/journaldenver00meth
https://archive.org/details/rutherfordcolleg19051906
https://archive.org/details/rutherfordcolleg19081909
https://archive.org/stream/edentonstreetinm00eden#page/12/mode/2up/search/peele
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/carroll-grady-l-e
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/laurinburg
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-8
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location-13
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-17
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/morganton
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-6
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-28
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/brevard
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/d
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-34
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-4
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-24
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-29
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/peele-william-walter
https://ncpedia.org/biography/peele-william-walter
https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Gibson/0
https://ncpedia.org/trinity-college
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university
https://ncpedia.org/rutherford-college
https://ncpedia.org/geography/burke
https://ncpedia.org/weaver-college
https://ncpedia.org/brevard-college
https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Raleigh/0
https://ncpedia.org/geography/durham
https://ncpedia.org/geography/charlotte
https://ncpedia.org/greensboro-0
https://ncpedia.org/gazetteer/search/Laurinburg/0
https://ncpedia.org/biography/garber-paul-neff
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/carroll-grady-l-e
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/laurinburg
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-8
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location-13
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-17
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/morganton
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-6
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-28

https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-28 [35] https:/ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/brevard [36]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/d [37] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8 [38]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-34 [39] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-4 [40]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21 [41] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m [42]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-24 [43] https:/ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-29 [44]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w [45] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0 [46]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/brevard
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/d
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-34
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-4
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-24
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-29
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Peele, William Walter [1]
	Peele, William Walter
	26 Nov. 1881–1 July 1959 Sesquicentennial Committee.  [2]


