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Ney, Peter Stewart

by George V. Taylor, 1991

d. 15 Nov. 1846

See also: Ney Myth pj; Foard. Osborne Giles 1 (from the Dictionary of North Carolina Biography)

Peter Stewart Ney, schoolmaster who died near Salisbury, is believed by many to have been the Napoleonic marshal,
Michel Ney, living in hiding to escape persecution. His gravestone at Third Creek Church, Rowan County 4, describes him
as "a native of France . . . and soldier of the French Revolution . . . under . . . Napoleon Bonaparte" and sets his birth at
1769, the year Michel Ney was born.

At least three books, written by North Carolinians, argue that Peter Stewart Ney was Marshal Ney, but evidence gathered
during the 1940s and 1950s by William Henry Hoyt 5 (1884—1957), of Greenwich, Conn., establishes that the conditions
under which Marshal Ney was executed at Paris in 1815, and the verifications prepared at that time, made it impossible for
the execution to have been simulated or another person substituted for the marshal. Since Marshal Ney died in 1815, the
Peter Stewart Ney who lived until 1846 must have been a different person. Who was he?

According to testimony recorded by Hoyt, and also by those with whom he disagreed, Peter Stewart Ney said

occasionally that he had been born in 1787 in Stirlingshire, Scotland, not far from the ruined castle of the Scottish hero, Sir
James Graham, and that his mother's maiden name was Isabella Stewart. Following these clues, Hoyt discovered that on
3 February 1788, one John McNee and his wife, Isbal Stewart, baptized an infant named Peter at Fintry Parish,
Stirlingshire, about three and a half miles from the Graham castle ruins. This seems confirmatory. But Hoyt was frustrated
in his efforts to trace the subsequent life of Peter McNee so as to connect it with that of the Peter Stewart Ney who in
March 1820 declared his intention to become a U.S. citizen, was employed in 1827 by Archibald DeBow Murphey ), and
later became a schoolmaster. In short, the early life of Peter Stewart Ney remains almost entirely unknown. He was not,
however, the marshal.
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