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18 Feb. 1831–3 June 1904

Kenneth McKenzie
Murchison. Image
courtesy of Histories of
the several regiments
and battalions from
North Carolina, in the
great war 1861-'65.  [2]Kenneth McKenzie Murchison, merchant, banker, businessman, and Confederate officer, was
born at Manchester, Cumberland County [3], the son of Duncan (20 May 1801–24 Apr. 1870) and Fannie Reid Murchison.
His grandfathers, Dr. Thomas Reid and Kenneth McKenzie Murchison, for whom he was named, both emigrated from
Scotland. After graduation from The University of North Carolina [4] in 1853, young Murchison engaged in business in New
York City and Wilmington [5]until the outbreak of the Civil War [6]. Returning home, he helped to organize a company in
which he served as second lieutenant. This became Company C, Eighth Regiment, and in his absence was captured at
Roanoke Island. He immediately raised another company, from which he was promoted colonel of the Fifty-fourth North
Carolina Regiment, or Hoke's Brigade. Murchison fought in the battles at Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and
Winchester and served until captured at Rappahannock Station on 7 Nov. 1863. He was imprisoned at Johnson's Island,
Lake Erie, until July 1865.

After the war Murchison returned to New York. In June 1866, with John D. Williams, his brother-in-law George Williams,
and his brother David Reid Murchison [7] as partners, established the firms of Williams and Murchison in Wilmington, J. D.
Williams and Company in Fayetteville, and Murchison and Company in New York City. Kenneth Murchison lived in New 
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A 1905 engraving of Kenneth McKenzie
Murchison. Image from Archive.org.  [8]York but generally spent the winters in North Carolina. In 1880 he
bought Orton plantation [9] on the west side of the Cape Fear River [10] below Wilmington. Within the boundary of the
plantation was the colonial parish church and graveyard of St. Philip's [11], which he and his brother David gave to the
Episcopal Diocese of East Carolina. It is now a part of Brunswick town [12], a State Historic Site [13]. They also owned the
Caney River hunting preserve, which included Mount Mitchell [14].

Kenneth Murchison was the founder of the Murchison National Bank, owner of the Orton Hotel, and one of the largest
stockholders in the Coal, Cement, and Supply Company and had many other business interests in Wilmington. After
retirement in his later years, he spent most of his time at Orton.

Murchison married Catherine (Kate) Elliott Williams (5 Apr. 1836–18 Jan. 1912). He was survived by his wife and five
children: Luola (m. James Sprunt [15]), Kenneth McKenzie, Jr. (m. Aurelia deMauriac), Jane (m. Frank Ellis), Jessie
Williams (m. Shirley Carter), and Marian E. (m. Charles H. Hurkamp). A Presbyterian [16], he died in Baltimore while visiting
his daughter, Mrs. Carter, and was buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Wilmington.
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