
Published on NCpedia (https://ncpedia.org)

Home > Lepper (or Leper), Thomas

Lepper (or Leper), Thomas [1]

Lepper (or Leper), Thomas
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d. ca. July 1718

Thomas Lepper (or Leper), Council member, marshal, and justice of the County Court of Albemarle [2], County Court of
Bath [3], and Perquimans Precinct Court, was in the North Carolina colony by August 1679, when he was marshal of the
Palatine's court in the government recently established by the Lords Proprietors [4] following the uprising called Culpeper's
Rebellion [5]. He may have come to the colony from Virginia, to which a Thomas Lepper had immigrated by October 1669.

Lepper sympathized with the losing faction in the Culpeper uprising, although he apparently had taken no active part in it.
In 1680 he signed a petition to the king alleging that the "rebels" still controlled the government and seeking the king's aid
in suppressing them. Like many other opponents of the rebels, Lepper belonged to the Quaker [6] faith.

Insofar as surviving records show, Lepper's chief political activities began in the late 1680s. From February 1689 through
April 1690 he was a justice of the Perquimans Precinct Court. In 1690 and 1691 he was a member of the Council of the
colony. From July 1692 through February 1694 he was a justice of the County Court of Albemarle, which was then the
highest court of law in the colony. In 1701 and 1702 he was a justice of the recently created court for Bath County.

In or about the fall of 1679, Lepper married Ann Kent, widow of Thomas Kent. He lived many years on Yeopim Creek, in
Perquimans Precinct, where he held 470 acres of land, part of which had been patented by Thomas Kent and had come
to Lepper through his marriage. In 1697 he sold his Perquimans plantation and moved to Bath County. Lepper appears to
have had no children of his own, although he had several stepdaughters.

At the time of his death, Lepper was living in Craven Precinct, Bath County, where his will was proved on 22 July 1719.
With the exception of bequests to two unidentified women, Ann and Catherine Nuss, he left his estate to his wife Ann.
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