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William Harvey Goler. Image
courtesy of the New York Public
Library.  [2]William Harvey Goler, educator, church leader, and president of Livingstone College [3], Salisbury, was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Although orphaned at an early age, he was able to attend the Halifax public schools. In 1861, he became an apprentice bricklayer and plasterer. His church activity and
conversion occurred six years later. By 1870, Goler had emigrated to the United States and worked as a mason in Boston. With his savings, he entered Lincoln University, in
1872, where he met Joseph Charles Price, the founder of Livingstone College, and the Reverend E. Moore, a future instructor there. Goler was graduated as valedictorian in
June 1878 and entered the seminary, where he earned a B.D. degree in 1881. He married Emma U. Unthank of Greensboro [4] and made North Carolina his home for the next
fifty-eight years.

Goler began his career at Livingstone College as a librarian but shortly afterward became a professor. In April 1891, he received an honorary doctor of divinity degree from
Lincoln University. He was named president of Livingstone in 1894 and served until his retirement in 1917. In 1895, he delivered the featured address at the Anti-Slavery Society
in Philadelphia. The A.M.E. Zion [5] church, in which he held various pastoral appointments, benefited from his many activities and elected positions. After his retirement, Goler
served as president emeritus of Livingstone College until his death.
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