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26 Apr. 1854–12 July 1933

Aaron Burtis Hunter, Episcopal clergyman, educator, book collector, and philanthropist, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., the
son of John C. and Sarah A. Clark Hunter. After graduation from public school in Philadelphia, he attended Amherst
College [2], receiving the B.A. degree in 1876. He was elected to membership in the Amherst Club, Delta Upsilon social
fraternity, and Phi Beta Kappa. Hunter was graduated from Union Theological Seminary [3] in 1879 and spent the next year
studying at the University of Berlin, Germany. Amherst and the University of the South [4] awarded him doctor of divinity
degrees in 1916.

Upon ordination as an Episcopal priest in 1882, Hunter was appointed successively assistant to the rector of St. Luke's in
Germantown, Ohio; rector of St. Mary's Church in Hillsboro, Ohio (1882–84); and chaplain of Wolfe Hall in Denver, Colo.
(1885–87).

On 9 January 1888 Hunter married Sarah Lothrop Taylor of Brooklyn, N.Y. One month later, on 6 February, he accepted
an appointment to teach theology at St. Augustine's Normal School and Collegiate Institute [5] in Raleigh—one of the first
institutions established in the South to promote higher intellectual development for African Americans. Hunter believed in
stimulating the individual's ability for self-help, and that "religion is for the training of . . . body, intellect, heart, and will, not
just the expression of . . . emotion." In 1891 he succeeded Robert Bean Sutton [6] as principal, and in the late 1890s his
administration spurred a period of energetic activity directed towards enhancement of the Industrial Trade School program.
Mrs. Hunter founded and served as head of St. Agnes Hospital and Training School for Nurses, which adjoined the St.
Augustine campus.

Many rare books and prints (including incunabula) collected by the Hunters on trips to Europe, particularly Italy, were sold
to support the library at St. Augustine's. A large collection of these books is now part of the Rare Books Collection [7] at
The University of North Carolina Library.

In 1916 Hunter resigned as principal of St. Augustine's, having worked to change its status from that of a strictly diocesan
school to an institution of general higher education, although still supported by the national Episcopal church. In October
1920, he became priest-in-charge of St. James's American Episcopal Church in Florence, Italy, and remained there for
more than six years. In 1928, when St. Augustine's achieved the status of college, Hunter was elected honorary president.

He died at age seventy-nine in Manchester, Vt., where he was interred temporarily. On 14 September 1933, his remains
were taken to Raleigh for services at St. Augustine's and Christ Church, and he was buried in Oakwood Cemetery [8],
Raleigh. According to his will, Hunter's estate was placed in trust for the care of his widow, and, after her death, for the
support of St. Augustine's College [5] and St. Agnes Hospital.
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