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A 1905 engraving of William Jackson Hicks.
Image from Archive.org.
[2]William Jackson Hicks, farmer, machinist, carpenter, industrialist, and
architect, was born in Spottsylvania County, Va., the son of Martin (1789–1848[?]) and Nancy Pendleton Hicks (d. 1830),
daughter of Robert Pendleton of Spottsylvania County. His great-grandfather, Peter Hicks, was born in England in 1720
but settled in Spottsylvania early in adulthood and became a farmer and sheriff of the county. His grandfather, also Peter
Hicks, fought in the Revolutionary War and was sheriff of the county for a number of years.
Hicks entered school at age thirteen but left, due to the long illness of his father, to manage the family farm. After his
father's death, he continued to operate the farm for a short time. In the winter months he studied to further his education.
Always fond of mechanical work, Hicks soon was engaged in quarrying stone and stone cutting. During this time he also
became interested in the business of a millwright and in carpentry, fields in which he developed a high degree of skill. In
1852 he was hired by Smith, Colby, & Company of New York to install a mining plant for the McGulloch Gold Mine [3] in
Guilford County [4]; he then installed a plant for Garden Hill Gold and Copper Mills in the same county. After completing his
work near Greensboro [5], he was employed by James F. Jordan & Company of Raleigh to assist in the installation of
papermaking machinery for the Manteo Manufacturing Company on the Neuse River [6].
Hicks next turned his attention to house building until theCivil War [7]. When the war began he was employed by
Waterhouse & Bowes for the construction of the first powder mill in North Carolina, located on Smith's Creek five miles
from Raleigh. After these mills blew up, he was employed by the same company to erect a second set of mills on Crabtree
Creek, three miles from Raleigh. These mills continued to operate until the end of the war, when they were destroyed by
Federal troops.
After the war Hicks entered the resin business and then returned to carpentry. In 1869 the state appointed him assistant
architect and superintendent of construction of the new penitentiary [8]near Raleigh, and in 1877 he was named architect
and warden, a position he held for twenty-five years. Other buildings built by Hicks were the governor's mansion and the
old Supreme Court and State Library buildings. After the penitentiary was completed, he eventually resigned his post
there and entered into partnership with a Mr. Ellington of Raleigh. In 1898 he moved to Oxford to become superintendent
of the Oxford Orphanage Asylum. However, he continued his ties with Raleigh, helping to establish the Raleigh Savings
Bank of which he was a director for some years. He also was a member of the Agricultural Society [9] and president of the
North Carolina Building and Supply Company at Oxford.
Although never a member of the armed services, Hicks was affectionately known for most of his life as "Colonel Hicks."
He was a staunch Democrat [10]and an officer of the Masons [11]. On 4 Mar. 1858 he married Julia Louise Harrison (13 Nov.
1887–8 Apr. 1912), daughter of John R. Harrison of Raleigh; they had eight children. After his death, his wife returned to
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the Hicks home in Raleigh, located at 304 West Edenton Street, at the intersection of Dawson Street, where she remained
until her death.
References:
Samuel A. Ashe, ed., Biographical History of North Carolina, vol. 2 [12] (1905).
Raleigh City Directories.
Stephen B. Weeks, "The History and Biography of North Carolina" (Scrapbook, North Carolina Collection, University of
North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill).
Additional Resources:
Bushong, William B. and Bishir, Catherine W. "Hicks, William J. (1827-1911)."North Carolina Architects & Builders: A
Biographical Dictionary. North Carolina State University Libraries. 2009. http://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/P000009
[13] (accessed May 7, 2013).
Diamonstein, Barbalee. "Brightleaf Square History." Brightleaf Square, Durham, N.C. 1986.
http://www.historicbrightleaf.com/history/ [14] (accessed May 7, 2013).
Hicks Family Bible Records. 1789-1832. http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/ref/collection/p15012coll1/id/10897 [15] (accessed May
7, 2013).
William Jackson Hicks, Julia Louise Hicks [16]. 1912. Greensboro: Jos. J. Stone.
Image Credits:
E. G. Williams and Bro. "W.J. Hicks." Biographical history of North Carolina from colonial times to the presentvolume 2.
Greensboro, N.C.: C. L. Van Noppen. 1905. 167. https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n255/mode/2up [2]
(accessed May 7, 2013).
Subjects:
Architects [17]
Biographies [18]
Farmers [19]
Authors:
Rigsbee, John Leonard [20]
Origin - location:
Oxford [21]
Guilford County [22]
Raleigh [23]
From:
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.[24]
1 January 1988 | Rigsbee, John Leonard
Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/hicks-william-jackson
Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/hicks-william-jackson [2] https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n255/mode/2up [3]
https://ncpedia.org/castle-mcculloch-gold-mill [4] https://ncpedia.org/geography/guilford [5] https://ncpedia.org/greensboro [6]
https://ncpedia.org/rivers/neuse [7] https://ncpedia.org/civil-war [8] https://ncpedia.org/state-prison [9] https://ncpedia.org/agricultural-society [10]
https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party [11] https://ncpedia.org/freemasons [12] https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n257/mode/2up
[13] http://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/P000009 [14] http://www.historicbrightleaf.com/history/ [15]
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/ref/collection/p15012coll1/id/10897 [16] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/37494405 [17]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/architects [18] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [19]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/farmers [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/rigsbee-john [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/originlocation/piedmon-22 [22] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-4 [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0 [24]
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

