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June 1773–30 June 1853

Thomas Harmison Hall, physician, planter, and congressman, was born in Prince George County, Va., and, after studying
medicine, began a practice in Tarboro, N.C. In 1803 he married Mrs. Martha Jones Green Sitgreaves, the daughter of
General Allen Jones [2] and the widow, respectively, of James W. Green and John Sitgreaves [3]. Hall was first elected to
Congress in 1817 to take the seat previously held by James W. Clark. On Capitol Hill he always stayed at Dowson's No.
2, where he was closely associated with Nathaniel Macon [4], Weldon Edwards [5], John Randolph, and other Old
Republicans of the Roanoke area. During the presidential campaign of 1824, the Old Republicans supported William H.
Crawford; when the House selected Adams over Crawford and Jackson in February 1825, Hall cast his vote for Crawford.
Later that year, that vote became the major issue in Hall's campaign for reelection and he was narrowly defeated by
Richard Hines. In a rematch two years later, however, the physician regained his seat from Hines.

Hall was unopposed in 1829 and overcame strong opposition from Joseph R. Lloyd in 1831. Two years later Hall bested
Richard Sullivan, but in 1835 he was defeated by a Whig, Ebenezer Pettigrew [6] of Tyrrell County [7]. In his eight terms in
Congress, Hall consistently held to the convictions of the Old Republicans, advocating strict construction of the
Constitution, economy in government, and states' rights [8]. He served on House committees on Indians Affairs, Elections,
and Foreign Affairs. During his second tour of duty, he was chairman of the powerful Committee on Expenditures in the
Treasury Department. After his second defeat, Hall returned home to be elected by his constituents to a term in the 1836
state senate. He then resumed his medical practice and agricultural pursuits.

Hall's sister, Dorothy, was the wife of the Tory Ralph MacNair [9]. One of their children, Edmond Duncan, practiced
medicine in Edgecombe County [10], as did his uncle. Hall was buried in the MacNair Cemetery near Tarboro. His
tombstone bears the inscription, "Friend of Macon and Randolph."
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