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1772–4 Feb. 1831

Allmand Hall, printer, of Scottish ancestry, was the son of Sarah Hall Burney who had been widowed and married William
Burney of New Bern. In 1795, Hall moved to Wilmington [2] where he operated a book and stationery shop on Market
Street and is said to have established a circulating library. However, Hall is best known for publishing Hall's Wilmington
Gazette [3], which he began on 5 Jan. 1797. He later changed the name of the paper to the Wilmington Gazette which, in
1807, had a yearly subscription rate of three dollars and was published each Tuesday. In 1808, Hall sold the Wilmington
Gazette to William S. Hasell [4] and was no longer involved in printing.

During his days as a Wilmington printer, Hall found himself in the midst of a feud between the Federalists [5] and the Anti-
Federalists. Each group wanted a man who shared their beliefs to serve as public printer. In 1798 Hall was elected public
printer, displacing Abraham Hodge [6] who had backed the Federalists. Federalist leader Samuel Johnston [7]'s statement
that Hall's election "mortified" him is evidence that the Federalists opposed Hall. Hall remained neutral, a move that
apparently pleased neither the Federalists nor the Anti-Federalists, and he only served one term.

Between 1811 and 1817 Hall moved to Rowan County [8], where he was active in the Episcopal [9] church. On 28 Apr.
1821, he represented Christ Church at the third convention of the Episcopal Diocese in Raleigh [10], when Christ Church
was admitted to union with the diocese.

Hall married Ann Howard at Wilmington on 23 Jan. 1800; she died in 1810. They had six children: Sarah (b. 24 May
1801); Thomas (b. 14 Aug. 1802); Ann (b. 23 Dec. 1803), who married William McKoy of Clinton; Isabella (b. 25 July
1805), who married Richard C. Holmes; Caroline (b. 31 Aug. 1807), who married Chambers McConnaughey; and Maria
(b. 12 July 1809).

In 1811, Hall married Rebecca Howard, his first wife's sister; she died in 1817 in Rowan County. He then married Mrs.
Margaret Cowan Pennington. There were no children of his second and third marriages. Hall died in Rowan County at age
fifty-nine and was buried at Thyatira Presbyterian Church.
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