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An 1856 advertisement for William Henry Foote's Sketches
of Virginia. Image from Archive.org.
[2]William Henry Foote, Presbyterian [3]clergyman and historian,
the son of Stephen and Hannah Waterman Foote, was born at Colchester, Conn. He was graduated from Yale [4]in 1816
with an A.B. degree, devoted slightly more than two years to teaching, and spent one year at Princeton Seminary (1818–
19). After his licensure on 20 Oct. 1819, he preached at various points in Virginia. Several months before Winchester
Presbytery ordained him to the full work of the ministry of 7 Sept. 1822, he settled at Woodstock, Va., where he served a
congregation, along with that of Stoverstown (Strasburg), until 1824. His next charge was that of the Mt. Bethel,
Hampshire County, Va., (now West Virginia), Church, which in 1833 was divided into five formally organized
congregations. Foote retained a portion of this field, residing at Romney until 1838. For the next seven years he was a
regional representative for the cause of foreign missions in the Old School Presbyterian Church. From 1845 until his death
he served churches at Romney, Springfield, and Patterson's Creek (1845–60), except for "three years, six months, and
four days" of "protracted exile" in lower Virginia during the Civil War [5]. While a refugee, he supplied vacant churches,
served as hospital chaplain, and for a short time was an agent for Hampden-Sydney College [6] which in 1847 awarded him
a D.D. degree. In addition to his pastoral work, he conducted academies at Woodstock and Romney.
Foote was neither a native nor at any time a resident of North Carolina. However, while an agent, or traveling secretary,
for the Central Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian church (1838–45), he visited many North Carolina counties
where he not only promoted the missionary enterprise, but also collected considerable material of a historical nature. His
Sketches of North Carolina, Historical and Biographical [7], written at the request of the Presbyterian Synod of the state,
and published in 1846, permanently linked his name with North Carolina. A reprint of the Sketches appeared in 1912 and
a second in 1965. The volume has consistently demonstrated its value for reference, both in the religious and secular
spheres. The author's incorporation into the text of a number of earlier documents, some of which have since
disappeared, substantially enhances its usefulness. Notable among the items included but now missing is the original of
Hugh McAden [8]'s journal of his tour of North Carolina made during 1755–56. Foote also was the author ofSketches of
Virginia, Historical and Biographical [9] (1850); of a similar work bearing the same title with the addition ofSecond Series [10]
(1855); and of The Huguenots [11], or Reformed French Church [12], published in the year after his death.
Foote's first wife was Eliza Wilson Glass, daughter of the Reverend Joseph Glass of Frederick County, Va., whom he
married on 21 Feb. 1822. Two daughters, Ann Waterman and Eliza Wilson, were born of this union. After the death of Mrs.
Eliza Foote (21 Apr. 1835), he married Arabella Gilliam of Petersburg, Va., on 31 Oct. 1838; they had one child, Mary
Arabella. Foote died at Romney and was buried in the nearby Indian Mound Cemetery.
References:
DAB, vol. 3 (1959).
William Henry Foote Journal and Papers and MS Minutes of Winchester Presbytery (Library, Union Theological Seminary,
Richmond).
Additional Resources:
Wayland, John Walter. A History of Shenandoah County, Virginia. Genealogical Publishing Co. 2006 (reprint). 432.
http://books.google.com/books?id=fA8ikAowjxAC&pg=PA432#v=onepage&q&f=false [13]
Wilson Family Papers, 1790-1944 (Mss1 W6997 a FA2). Virginia Historical Society. Richmond, Virginia.
http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=vhs/vih00014.xml [14]
Image Credits:
1

[Advertisement]. The history of New Jersey from its earliest settlement to the present time.Philadelphia, Lippincott. 1853.
Catalogue 34. https://archive.org/stream/historyofnewjers00incarp#page/34/mode/2up [2]
Subjects:
Biographies [15]
Religious Leaders and Clergy [16]
Writers, journalists, and editors [17]
Authors:
Spence, Thomas H., Jr. [18]
From:
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.[19]
1 January 1986 | Spence, Thomas H., Jr.
Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/foote-william-henry
Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/foote-william-henry [2] https://archive.org/stream/historyofnewjers00incarp#page/34/mode/2up [3]
https://ncpedia.org/presbyterian-church [4] http://yale.edu/ [5] https://ncpedia.org/civil-war [6] http://www.hsc.edu [7]
https://archive.org/details/sketchesnorthca01footgoog [8] https://ncpedia.org/biography/mcaden-hugh [9]
https://archive.org/details/sketchesvirgini01footgoog [10] https://archive.org/details/sketchesofvirgin00foote [11] https://ncpedia.org/huguenots [12]
https://archive.org/details/huguenotsorrefor00foot [13] http://books.google.com/books?
id=fA8ikAowjxAC&amp;pg=PA432#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [14] http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=vhs/vih00014.xml [15]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [16] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy [17] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/writer
[18] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/spence-thomas-h-jr [19] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

