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Empie, Adam
by Alice R. Cotten, 1986

5 Sept. 1785–6 Nov. 1860

Adam Empie, clergyman and educator, was born in Schenectady, N.Y., the son of John Empie, of Dutch descent. Empie
was educated at Union College, Schenectady [2]. Ordained in the Protestant Episcopal church, he began his ministry in
1809 as assistant rector of St. George's Church in Hempstead, Long Island. In November 1811 the Reverend Mr. Empie
went to St. James Parish in Wilmington [3], N.C., where his energy and enthusiasm greatly enlarged the church.

In the spring of 1814, Empie left Wilmington to become chaplain and professor of geography, history, and ethics at the
U.S. Military Academy [4]at West Point. He returned to St. James Parish in 1816 or 1817. Under his direction the church
again grew, services expanded, and the side galleries had to be opened to accommodate the parishioners. While serving
in Wilmington, Empie was active in trying to organize the Episcopal [5] church in North Carolina.

Empie again left Wilmington in 1827 to assume the presidency of the College of William and Mary [6] in Williamsburg, Va.
During his administration, which lasted until 1836, the college grew and prospered. Then, after a brief stint as principal of
the Episcopal diocesan school in Raleigh [7], Empie moved to Richmond, Va., in 1837. In Richmond his congregation soon
built a church and named it St. James in honor of Empie's former Wilmington parish. In 1853, he resigned because of poor
health and returned to Wilmington to live with one of his sons. He died in Wilmington and was buried in Oakdale
Cemetery.

On 24 Mar. 1814 Empie married Ann Eliza Wright, daughter of Judge Joshua Wright of Wilmington. She died in Richmond
in 1842. They had five children: John Joshua, Anna Catharina, Adam, Charles Wright, and Ann Smith. Empie was the
author of several books and pamphlets on religious subjects.
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