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Collins, Josiah, Il
by William S. Powell 2, 1979

10 Nov. 1763-10 Feb. 1839

A photograph of a miniature portrait of Josiah
Collins, Il. Image from the State Archives of North
Carolina. mJosiah Collins, Il, planter, merchant, and banker, the son ofJosiah

Collins, Sr. 4, and his wife, Ann Lewis, was born at Islington, London. In 1773 he came with his father to America, where
they lived for a year in Rhode Island and afterward in Halifax and Edenton, N.C. Somerset Plantation is; was left by Josiah,
Sr., to Josiah Ill e, but Josiah Il operated the plantation for his son until he came of age. At Somerset, Josiah Il built for
himself a small house, known as the Colony House, and used it when he was there on business.

From 1788 or 1789, Collins lived at the Homestead in Edenton, where he was a merchant. He also operated aope
factory 7 there and made superior cordage for shipbuilders. At a meeting in New Bern on 23 Apr. 1817, he was one of six
laymen and three clergymen who organized the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina.

In 1803, Collins married Ann Rebecca Daves, daughter of MajorJohn Daves 5 of New Bern. They were the parents of
Anne Daves (1804-48), who married William Biddle Shepards of Elizabeth City; Mary Matilda (1806—37), who married
Mathew Page, M.D., of Clark County, Va.; Josiah lll i (1808—63), married to Mary Riggs; Henrietta Elizabeth (1810-68),
married to Mathew Page; Hugh Williamson (1o (1812-54); John Daves (1815—ca. 1847); Louisa McKinley (b. 1817), who
married first Thomas Harrison, M.D., of Brandon, Va., and second the Reverend William Stickney of Faunsdale, Ala.; and
Elizabeth Alethea (b. 1824), who married Thomas Davis Warren, M.D., of Edenton.

Collins was buried in St. Paul's churchyard, Edenton.
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