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Clarke, Francis Devereux
by Charles W. Eagles, 1979

31 Jan. 1849–7 Sept. 1913

Francis Devereux Clarke.
From the Michigan Masonic
Museum & Library
Collection.  [2]Francis Devereux Clarke, teacher of the deaf, was born in Raleigh [3]. His father, William
John Clarke [4], was a lawyer, a major in the Mexican War [5] and a colonel in the Civil War [6], and president of the San
Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad. His mother, Mary Ann Bayard Clarke [7], was a writer. At the age of seven, Clarke
moved with his parents to San Antonio, Tex., where he studied with Oliver D. Cooke, a former teacher at the American
School for the Deaf [8]. He also studied at the Raleigh Academy [9]and, from 1861 to 1863, at Davidson College [10]. During
the Civil War [6] he served in the Confederate Navy on the Patrick Henry, the Tennessee, the Chicora, the Raleigh [11], the
Richmond, and Torpedo Boat No. 3. Engaged in the battles of Mobile Bay and City Point, he rose to the rank of lieutenant.

From 1865 to 1867 he worked with his brother in lumber and grocery businesses in Raleigh [3] and Johnston County [12]. In
1867 he went to New York City, intending to go to China in the merchant marine. In New York, however, he met his former
teacher, Oliver D. Cooke, who persuaded Clarke to join him at the New York Institution for the Deaf. He worked at the
school from 1868 to 1872 and again from 1878 to 1885. Between stints at the school he earned an M.A. degree in 1873
and a degree in civil engineering in 1875 from Columbia University [13] and worked as a civil engineer in New York and in
North Carolina.

In 1885, Clarke became superintendent of the Arkansas Institute for the Deaf [14] in Little Rock. After seven years he left
Arkansas to direct the state School for the Deaf in Flint, Mich. His Methods Used in the Michigan School for the Deaf was
published in 1908. He served for three years as chairman of the Conference of Principals and Superintendents of Schools
for the Deaf and was president for three years of the Convention of Teachers of the Deaf. He was also a member of the
American Academy of Science. After moving to Michigan, Clarke joined the Masons. At the time of his death he was
serving as grand master of the Michigan Grand Lodge. He also belonged to the Sons of the American Revolution [15].

In Middletown, Conn., Clarke married Cecelia Laura Ransom on 24 Sept. 1873. She was a native of Michigan and a niece
of former Michigan Governor Epaphroditus Ransom [16]. They had no children. Clarke died in Flint and was buried in the
Glenwood Cemetery mausoleum.
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P11: Wootten-Moulton Collection, Series 5: Photographs relating to the Wootten, Moulton, and Clarke Families, North
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http://www.lib.unc.edu/ncc/pcoll/11wootten/ser5.html [17]
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1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-francis-devereux
http://www.masonichistory.org/masonic_wiki/index.php?title=Francis_D._Clarke
https://ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh
https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-william-john
https://ncpedia.org/mexican-war
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-mary
http://www.asd-1817.org/
https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-academy
https://ncpedia.org/davidson-college
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-css
https://ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh
https://ncpedia.org/geography/johnston
http://www.columbia.edu/
http://www.arschoolforthedeaf.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=147
https://www.sar.org/
http://www.kpl.gov/local-history/biographies/epaphroditus-ransom.aspx
http://www.lib.unc.edu/ncc/pcoll/11wootten/ser5.html
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/w/Wootten,Moulton,and_Clarke_Family.html


Image Credits:

Francis Devereux Clarke. From the Michigan Masonic Museum & Library Collection. Available from
http://www.masonichistory.org/masonic_wiki/index.php?title=Francis_D._Clarke [2] (accessed January 7, 2013.

Subjects: 
Biographies [19]

Educators [20]

Authors: 
Eagles, Charles W. [21]

Origin - location: 
Raleigh [22]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [23]

1 January 1979 | Eagles, Charles W.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-francis-devereux

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-francis-devereux [2] http://www.masonichistory.org/masonic_wiki/index.php?title=Francis_D._Clarke [3]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh [4] https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-william-john [5] https://ncpedia.org/mexican-war [6]
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war [7] https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-mary [8] http://www.asd-1817.org/ [9] https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-
academy [10] https://ncpedia.org/davidson-college [11] https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-css  [12] https://ncpedia.org/geography/johnston [13]
http://www.columbia.edu/ [14] http://www.arschoolforthedeaf.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=147 [15]
https://www.sar.org/ [16] http://www.kpl.gov/local-history/biographies/epaphroditus-ransom.aspx [17]
http://www.lib.unc.edu/ncc/pcoll/11wootten/ser5.html [18] http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/w/Wootten,Moulton,and_Clarke_Family.html [19]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [21]
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/eagles-charles-w [22] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0 [23]
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

http://www.masonichistory.org/masonic_wiki/index.php?title=Francis_D._Clarke
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/eagles-charles-w
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-francis-devereux
https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-francis-devereux
https://ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh
https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-william-john
https://ncpedia.org/mexican-war
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/biography/clarke-mary
https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-academy
https://ncpedia.org/davidson-college
https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-css
https://ncpedia.org/geography/johnston
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/eagles-charles-w
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Clarke, Francis Devereux [1]
	Clarke, Francis Devereux
	31 Jan. 1849–7 Sept. 1913


