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A photograph of the home of Thomas Brown, taken
sometime between 1921 and 1941. Image courtesty the
New Hanover County Public Library.  [2]Thomas Brown, Revolutionary War patriot and senator of
the North Carolina General Assembly, was born in Bladen County [3], the son of John and Lucy Bright Brown. His father,
the oldest of four sons, was one of the many native Scots who settled along the Cape Fear River [4].

As early as February 1766, Brown became involved with the movement that was later to produce the American Revolution
[5]. He was part of a group of men from Bladen County who attempted to secure a redress of grievances during the Stamp
Act [6] troubles. He joined General Hugh Waddell [7] in his expedition against the Regulators [8], prior to the Battle of
Alamance [9] and the joining of Waddell's force with Governor William Tryon [10]'s army. In June 1774 a committee of safety
was organized for Bladen County with Thomas Brown a member. A year later, after taking an oath of secrecy, he attended
in Wilmington a general meeting of the committees of safety [11] in the Wilmington district and signed a bill of association,
stating: "We do unite ourselves under every tie of religion and honor, and associate as a band in her defense against
every foe; hereby solemnly engaging that whenever our Continental or Provincial councils shall decree it necessary, we
will go forth and be ready to sacrifice our lives and fortunes to secure her freedom and safety." As a result, Brown became
one of the foremost men of the Cape Fear in pushing forward the Revolution.

In 1775, Brown married Sarah Bartram, whose father, William Bartram [12], was also a patriot. Fellow patriot Thomas
Robeson [13] became Brown's brother-in-law by this union. Sarah bore her husband one daughter, Elizabeth, who, although
dying at the age of five, outlived her mother, who died 29 Apr. 1779.

Brown, as lieutenant colonel of the Bladen County militia, distinguished himself highly at the Battle of Moore's Creek
Bridge [14] on 23 Feb. 1776. In May of that year he was raised to the rank of colonel and given command of a force of
fifteen hundred men recruited from the Wilmington and New Bern districts for the protection of the Cape Fear against the
British. With the disappearance of the British fleet from the Cape Fear, Brown's force was disbanded in August, and he
returned to Bladen County to help suppress the Tories there. He became a member of the provincial congress [15] that met
at Halifax in November 1776 and took part in the formation of the state constitution [16].

From 1777 to 1781, Brown occupied himself with the control of the Tories in the Bladen County area. After the fall of
Charleston to the British and the defeat of General Horatio Gates at Camden [17], Tory strength increased drastically. With
the occupation of Wilmington on 28 Jan. 1781, General Alexander Lillington [18] called for the militia of his district to form a
body for opposition to the British. Lillington's forces held the British in their lines until Cornwallis's march down the Cape
Fear forced the militia to disband and return to the protection of their home counties. The Cape Fear counties were
overrun, devastated, and conquered by the Loyalists [19]. Brown and his Whig followers were driven out of Bladen County
and forced to live in the swamps of South Carolina.

In September 1781, Brown and some 150 followers proposed a daring night raid out of South Carolina to attack the Tory
force of about 400 men at Elizabethtown. This determined assault was met with considerable resistance by the Loyalist
forces, who lost most of their commanding officers without the Whigs suffering a single casualty. This victory disheartened
many of the Tories in Bladen and Duplin [20]counties, but it was not until the appearance of Generals Griffith Rutherford [21]

and Thomas Butler in October that the Whigs were allowed to control the area.

Brown was wounded on several occasions. He was known for his vigor and enterprise; in his relentless pursuit of Tories,
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he was an officer who gave no quarter.

After the war, Brown became a major general of the state militia and served in the assembly as a senator in 1785, 1786,
and 1788. He also remarried, this time to Lucy Bradley, daughter of Richard and Elizabeth Sharpless Bradley. Of the four
children by this union, the youngest daughter, Lucy, later became the wife of Governor John Owen [22] of North Carolina.

Brown died at his residence near Ashwood in Bladen County.

References:

Samuel A. Ashe, ed., Biographical History of North Carolina, vol. 6 (1907).

North Carolina Historical Review 27 (1950).

William L. Saunders and Walter Clark, eds., Colonial and State Records of North Carolina, 30 vols. (1886–1914).

Frederick G. Speidel, North Carolina Masons in the American Revolution (1975).

John H. Wheeler, History of North Carolina (1851).

Additional Resources:

"CSR Documents by Brown, Thomas, 1744-1811." Colonial and State Records of North Carolina. Documenting the
American South, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/creators/csr11340 [23]

(accessed December 11, 2013).

Image Credits:

Moore, Louis T. "Colonial home of General Thomas Brown (1744-1811)." Photograph. 1921-1941. Louis T. Moore
Photograph Collection, North Carolina Room. New Hanover Public Library.
http://cdm15169.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15169coll6/id/634 [2] (accessed December 11, 2013).

Subjects: 
American Revolution (1763-1789) [24]

Biographies [25]

Military personnel [26]

Public officials [27]

Authors: 
Snow, Claude H., Jr. [28]

Origin - location: 
Bladen County [29]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [30]

1 January 1979 | Snow, Claude H., Jr.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-thomas

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-thomas [2] http://cdm15169.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15169coll6/id/634 [3]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bladen [4] https://ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear [5] https://ncpedia.org/american-revolution [6] https://ncpedia.org/stamp-
act [7] https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh [8] https://ncpedia.org/history/colonial/regulator-movement [9] https://ncpedia.org/alamance-battle
[10] https://ncpedia.org/biography/tryon-william [11] https://ncpedia.org/committees-safety [12] https://ncpedia.org/biography/bartram-william [13]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/robeson-thomas-jr [14] https://ncpedia.org/moores-creek-bridge-battle [15] https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses [16]
https://ncpedia.org/government/nc-constitution-history [17] https://ncpedia.org/camden-battle [18] https://ncpedia.org/biography/lillington-alexander
[19] https://ncpedia.org/loyalists [20] https://ncpedia.org/geography/duplin [21] https://ncpedia.org/biography/rutherford-griffith [22]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/owen-john [23] https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/creators/csr11340 [24] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-
revolution [25] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [26] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers [27]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [28] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/snow-claude-h-jr [29] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-
location/coastal--5 [30] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://ncpedia.org/biography/owen-john
https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/creators/csr11340
http://cdm15169.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15169coll6/id/634
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/snow-claude-h-jr
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bladen
https://ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear
https://ncpedia.org/american-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/stamp-act
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh
https://ncpedia.org/history/colonial/regulator-movement
https://ncpedia.org/alamance-battle
https://ncpedia.org/biography/tryon-william
https://ncpedia.org/committees-safety
https://ncpedia.org/biography/bartram-william
https://ncpedia.org/biography/robeson-thomas-jr
https://ncpedia.org/moores-creek-bridge-battle
https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses
https://ncpedia.org/government/nc-constitution-history
https://ncpedia.org/camden-battle
https://ncpedia.org/biography/lillington-alexander
https://ncpedia.org/loyalists
https://ncpedia.org/geography/duplin
https://ncpedia.org/biography/rutherford-griffith
https://ncpedia.org/biography/owen-john
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/snow-claude-h-jr
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Brown, Thomas [1]
	Brown, Thomas
	17 Jan. 1744–24 Nov. 1811


