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Baker, Blake

by Sue Dossett Skinner, 1979

ca. 1730-69

Blake Baker, lawyer and legislator, was born inChowan County ), the son of Henry Baker and his second wife, Ruth Chancey. Henry Baker had served as sheriff, captain in themilitia (3, burgess,

justice, and surveyor in Nansemond County, Va. When the dividing line between North Carolina and Virginia was established in 1728, the family's lands fell into North Carolina. Henry is perhaps the
Mr. Baker mentioned several times in William Byrd's 4 account of running the dividing line.

The name Blake came from Baker's paternal grandmother, Mary Blake, and was continued in the family for at least four generations. Blake Baker's wife apparently was Mary Kinchen McKinne, widow
of Richard McKinne 51, who died in 1755. They had two daughters, Mary Blake and Elizabeth, and one sonBlake .

Though trained as a cabinetmaker, Baker studied law and became active in the assembly as a representative fromHalifax County 7, which he first represented in 1760. He was still serving in the
assembly at the time of his death. He served on the Committee of Privileges and Electionsis;, on the Committee to Settle and Allow Public Claimss, and on a committee to "fix the seat of
government."
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