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Babcock, Charles Henry
by C. Sylvester Green [2], 1979

25 Sept. 1899–13 Dec. 1967

Charles Henry Babcock. From
the 1960s at WFUBMC
Exhihbit of the Dorothy
Carpenter Medical Archives.  [3]Charles Henry Babcock, investment banker and counselor and philanthropist, was born
the son of Charles Henry and Ella Park Babcock in Lafayette, Ind. Graduated from the University of Pennsylvania [4] with a
B.S. degree in 1920, he worked first with Guaranty Trust of New York [5] in New York City (1920–23); he then was vice-
president of the Mah-Jongg Corporation of America, San Francisco, in 1923 and 1924 and of Guaranty Trust of New York
in Philadelphia from 1924 to 1931. He established his own brokerage firm in 1931, Reynolds and Company of New York
(now Reynolds Security, Inc.), of which he was senior partner until his death.

Babcock served as a private in the U.S. Army in World War I [6]. A major in World War II [7], he was chief financial officer of
the American Headquarters of the European Theater of Operations [8].

He lived in Greenwich, Conn., until 1949, when he moved to Winston-Salem [9], the early home of his wife, Mary Reynolds
[10] (the daughter of R. J. Reynolds [11]), whom he had married on 16 Dec. 1929. He enjoyed entertaining friends in his
home. He was also an avid traveler and made himself familiar with all parts of the United States and many foreign
countries.

In Winston-Salem, Babcock became active in many community, cultural, and business activities, all of which he pursued in
a self-effacing manner. He was a director of the Piedmont Publishing Company (newspapers), R. J. Reynolds Tobacco
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Company [12], and Security Life and Trust 
"Charles Henry Babcock family, 1937." Charles
Babcock is standing. Image courtesy of Digital Forsyth.  [13]Company, now

Integon Corporation (life insurance). He served as commissioner of public housing for Winston-Salem and was president-
treasurer of the Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation [14] (established with $12 million from his first wife's estate) and vice-
president and treasurer of the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation [15]. An active churchman, he belonged to Centenary
Methodist Church, Winston-Salem.

His philanthropies included a major contribution to the relocation of Wake Forest College [16] (now University) in Winston-
Salem in 1956. In addition, through the two foundations, he was a prime influence in multiple projects in education, the
arts, health and welfare, the restoration of Old Salem and Bethabara [17], and the establishment of Piedmont University
Center [18] at Reynolda [19] (the home of the Reynolds family) and of the North Carolina Fund, a private interest organization
designed to fight poverty.

One of Babcock's educational interests was the Asian Studies Program, a joint effort of Wake Forest University [16], Salem
College [20], and Winston-Salem State University [21], established to introduce international and intercultural dimensions in
educational curricula.

In New York, he was a member of the Grolier Society [22], Alpha Chi Rho [23], the Down Town Association [24], and the
University and Bankers Club. In Winston-Salem, he was a member of the Twin City Club, Forsyth Country Club, and the
Old Town Club [25].

By his first wife, Babcock had four children, Mary Katherine (Mrs. Kenneth Mountcastle, Jr.), Charles Henry, Barbara
Frances (Mrs. Frederick H. Lassiter), and Betsy Main. Mary Reynolds Babcock died in 1953. On 8 Sept. 1954, Babcock
married Mrs. Winifred Penn Knies.

Babcock's funeral service was conducted in the Chapel of Wake Forest University on 15 Dec. 1967, with interment in
Salem Cemetery.
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