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AN APFEAL, ETC. ]

ARTICLE I.
OUR WRETCHEDNESS IN CONSEQUENCE OF SLAVERY.
-

My beloved brethren:—The Indians of North

and of South America—the Greeks—the Irish, sub-

jected under the king of Great Britain—the Jews,

that ancient people of the Lord—the inhabitants of

the islands of the sea—in fine, all the inhabitants of

the earth, (except however, the sons of Africa) are

called men, and of course are, and ought to be free.

But we, {coloured people) and our children are

brufes !! and of course are, and onght fo be SLavEs

to the American people and their children forever!!

to dig'their mines and work their farms; and thus

go on enriching them, from one generation to an-

other with our blood and our tears ! 1) .

I promised in a rpreccding page to demonstrate to

the satisfaction of the most ineredulous, that we,

(coloured people of these United States of America)

are the most wretched, degraded and abject set of

beings that ever lived since the world began, and

that the white Americans having reduced us to the

wretched state of slavery, treat us in that condition
The opening of Article | of David Walker's 1829
antislavery pamphlet. North Carolina Collection,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library. Walker's Appeal, actually titled Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the
World 31, was an emotionally charged, powerful antislavery pamphlet published by blackWilmington 4 native David Walker
51 in September 1829 and widely distributed across the South. It appeared in three editions, probably printed in Boston.
Although Walker himself was born free, taking the legal rank of his mother, he was deeply troubled by the slave status of
his father, who died before Walker was born. After traveling widely, young Walker settled in Boston, where he dealt in

second-hand clothing and was active in antislavery ] causes.

No record has been found of Walker's education, but in his writing there is evidence of literary ability and historical
knowledge. His Appeal advocates the overthrow of the slave system, through violence if necessary. Even such abolitionist
leaders as William Lloyd Garrison objected to Walker's overly radical ideas and tone. Nevertheless, the Appeal was
intended to strengthen blacks' resolve and give them hope of freedom. Reaction among slave owners in North Carolina,
Georgia, and Virginia, where copies were smuggled in from Boston and New York, was, predictably, prompt and harsh.
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