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Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Wake Forest University. Image courtesy of
Flickr user Doug Hull.  [6]The Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary [7] in Wake Forest is
owned and operated by the Southern Baptist Convention [8] for the purpose of providing religious education and
professional training for ministers. At its annual meeting in Chicago in May 1950, the Southern Baptist Convention adopted
a recommendation that a new seminary be organized and located in North Carolina. The new school was at first housed in
the Music-Religion Building of Wake Forest College (now Wake Forest University [9]) in Wake Forest. Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary officially opened in September 1951, becoming the fourth seminary operated by the Southern
Baptist Convention.

The impetus for the establishment of a new seminary was the tremendous growth of the Southern Baptist Convention
during the middle of the twentieth century. Many ministers from the southeastern region of the United States found it
difficult to relocate to the cities where the three existing seminaries were located. Furthermore, those three schools were
experiencing record growth in enrollment.

Wake Forest College moved to Winston-Salem [10] in 1956. Previously, in 1950, the Southern Baptist Convention had
voted to purchase the campus for the sum of $1.6 million. Following the move of Wake Forest College, the seminary
undertook an extensive renovation of the campus to improve facilities for growing enrollment, which by 1986 had reached
1,200. The seminary experienced a major change in 1987 as a result of the so-called inerrancy controversy in the
Southern Baptist Convention. The board of trustees, dominated by fundamentalists, came into conflict with the school's
administration and faculty over what they perceived as a liberalization of theology, leading to the resignation of the
school's president, Randall Lolley. Under the presidency of Lewis Drummond [11], continuing conflict between the faculty
and trustees caused sharp divisions and led to a decline in student enrollment. Through Drummond's leadership, the
seminary affirmed its commitment to fundamentalist principles and established new faculty guidelines. Paige Patterson [12]

succeeded Drummond in 1992 as president of the seminary.

In 1994 the trustees established Southeastern Baptist Theological College, later Southeastern College at Wake Forest [13],
for classes leading to a bachelor's degree. The Seminary Program and College Program operate as integral parts of the
institution. Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary maintains its focus on missions and evangelism. In the early 2000s
the school had an enrollment of more than 2,200.

Additional Resources:

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary: http://www.sebts.edu/ [7]

Image Credit:

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest University. Image courtesy of Flickr user Doug Hull. Available
from https://www.flickr.com/photos/kdh3/6656852601/ [6] (accessed June 8, 2012).
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