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Discontent began to develop in the newly created North Carolina counties of Granville [2], Orange [3], and Rowan [4]around
1760. This unhappiness was based, in part, on dissatisfaction with the Granville District [5] and its agents as well as on the
activities of provincial and county officials, especially the fees they charged and collected. These issues later developed
into the primary motivations behind the Regulator Movement [6].

On 6 June 1765 George Sims, a resident of Nutbush in Granville County [2], spoke to the citizens of Granville about these
complaints. Sims, who dedicated his address to Thomas Person, was concerned with the "recovery of native rights and
privileges" and with clearing the "country of those public nuisances which predominate with such tyrannical sway." He also
wanted to "resume our ancient liberties and privileges as free subjects" and complained of lawyers' excessive fees, which
were as much as double the amount allowed by law. Sims also was troubled by the ease with which real and personal
property could be seized and sold for a fraction of its value to satisfy the exorbitant fees that were charged.

In the later-named Nutbush Address, Sims stopped short of raising the specter of public violence in response to these
concerns. Although he was quoted extensively in Herman Husband's A Fan for Fanning and a Touchstone to Tryon
(1771), a history and justification of the Regulator Movement, Sims did not express a lack of faith in the British system as
did the Regulators. He urged the citizens of Granville County to act with deliberation and to do nothing against the law. He
also voiced support for the king, the royal governor [7], and the colonial Assembly.
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