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Mr. and Mrs. Swalin with North Carolina governor
Luther Hodges, 1955. Image from the North Carolina
Museum of History.  [2]

The North Carolina Symphony [3] had its origins in Chapel Hill as a work relief project as part of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt's New Deal agencies in 1932. The first conductor was Lamar Stringfield [4], who directed the orchestra from
1932 to 1938. Benjamin Swalin became the director in 1939, and under his leadership the North Carolina Symphony
became the first symphony to receive state aid. The "horn-tooter" bill passed by the General Assembly [5] in 1943 provided
$2,000 for each year of the 1943-45 biennium. From the beginning, the orchestra had an active, supportive Symphony
Society and strong business leadership. Martha Maxine Swalin also was a partner in building the symphony.

The North Carolina Symphony's mission has always been to be a "people's orchestra" and to take its music to the
masses. Its music education program has been shared by more than 3 million people since 1945, when the children's
concert division of the North Carolina Symphony was organized by Ben and Maxine Swalin and director of education
Adeline McCall. The symphony still performs about 55 music education programs a year in 30 to 40 communities across
the state. Students in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades attend these concerts. Three generations of North Carolinians
have shared the experience of seeing and hearing the symphony when they were children.

The North Carolina Symphony, with Gerhardt Zimmermann, music director and conductor from 1982 to
2003. Photograph by Michael Zirkle. Courtesy of the North Carolina Symphony. Today, the North
Carolina Symphony is a fully professional orchestra with 65 members, playing in Meymandi Concert Hall [6]in Raleigh's
Memorial Auditorium [7]. It performs for 100,000 children and more than 275,000 adults a year. In addition to traditional
classical concerts, the symphony has a pops series of lighter music, a ballet series, and a Saturday morning young
people's series. The orchestra has been able to attract world-renowned guest artists such as pianist André Watts for its
classical series and singer Mel Tormé for its pops series.

The symphony's annual budget of more than $8.5 million comes from a grant-in-aid from the North Carolina General
Assembly and the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources [8] and from ticket sales, contract sales, individual
contributions, corporate sponsorships, and grants from Cary, Raleigh, Wake County [9], and the National Endowment for
the Arts. There are more than 20 endowed chairs and more than 25 endowed Special Funds.

Reference: [7]

Benjamin Swalin, Hard-Circus Road: The Odyssey of the North Carolina Symphony (1987).

1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-symphony
http://collections.ncdcr.gov/RediscoveryProficioPublicSearch/ShowItem.aspx?122536+
http://www.ncsymphony.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/stringfield-lamar
https://ncpedia.org/general-assembly
http://www.progressenergycenter.com/venue/meymandi-concert-hall
http://www.progressenergycenter.com/venue/memorial-auditorium
https://ncpedia.org/cultural-resources-department
https://ncpedia.org/geography/wake
http://www.progressenergycenter.com/venue/memorial-auditorium


Additional Resources:

North Carolina Symphony official website:
http://www.ncsymphony.org/ [3] (accessed
October 24, 2012).

"An Act to Place the North Carolina
Symphony Society, Incorporated, Under
the Patronage and Control of the State,
and to Authorize the Governor and Council
of State to Make an Allotment from the
Contingency and Emergency Fund in Aid
Thereof." 1943 Session laws and
resolutions passed by the General
Assembly at its Regular Session. Charlotte
[N.C.]: Observer Printing House. 1943.
p.892-893.
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/session-laws-and-resolutions-passed-by-the-general-assembly-1943/4016149?
item=4054930 [10] (accessed October 24, 2012).

"North Carolina Symphony Broadcast Concert Series" WUNC North Carolina Public Radio.
http://wunc.org/programs/north-carolina-symphony-concert-series [11] (accessed October 24, 2012).

Schweitzer, Vivien. "Grant Llewellyn Extends Contract as North Carolina Symphony Music Director." Playbill Arts. 27 Nov.
2006. http://www.playbillarts.com/news/article/5648.html [12] (accessed October 24, 2012).

North Carolina Symphony Blog. North Carolina Symphony. http://www.ncsymphony.org/blog/ [13] (accessed October 24,
2012).

North Carolina Symphony Image Gallery. North Carolina Symphony. http://www.ncsymphony.org/media/index.cfm?
view=gallery [14] (accessed October 24, 2012).

North Carolina Symphony Podcasts. http://www.ncsymphony.org/podcasts/index.cfm [15] (accessed October 24, 2012).

Opus Magazine. North Carolina Symphony. http://www.ncsymphony.org/media/opus.cfm [16] (accessed October 24, 2012).

North Carolina Symphony YouTube channel. http://www.youtube.com/user/NCSymphony [17](accessed October 24, 2012).

Image Credits:

"Photograph, Accession #: H.1970.78.84, AH [2]." 1955. North Carolina Museum of History.

The North Carolina Symphony, with Gerhardt Zimmermann, music director and conductor from 1982 to 2003. Photograph
by Michael Zirkle. Courtesy of the North Carolina Symphony.

"Uploaded videos." YouTube playlist. Posted by the NCSymphony/North Carolina Symphony. May 23, 2008-2012.
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=UUeQiXxwgF8zDL_4OVTRnN4A&feature=plcp [18]
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