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James Shepard statue at
NCCU. Image courtesy of
NC Office of Archives &
History.  [3]North Carolina Central University [4] in Durham [5] was the first state-supported liberal arts
college for African American [6] students in North Carolina. It was chartered as a private institution in 1909 and opened its
doors to students in July 1910. Its founder, James E. Shepard [7], served as its first president. In the beginning the college
was known as the National Religious Training School and Chautauqua [8]. Its purpose was the development of young
African American men and women into citizens with fine character and sound academic training.

In 1915 the school was sold and reorganized as the National Training School. During this period Mrs. Russell Sage [9], a
wealthy New York philanthropist, was a generous contributor to the school. In 1923 the General Assembly [10]appropriated
funds for the purchase and maintenance of the school, making it a publicly supported institution that operated as the
Durham State Normal School [11]. Two years later the legislature again renamed the college, and it became the North
Carolina College for Negroes [11]. Its mission was to offer African American youth of the region a liberal arts education and
prepare graduates to become future teachers and principals of secondary schools.

The school graduated its first class as a four-year college in 1929 as a result of the sincere interest of Governor Angus W.
McLean [12], generous gifts from Durham industrialist and philanthropist Benjamin N. Duke [13], and contributions from
Durham citizens. In 1930 state appropriations made it possible for the school to expand its physical plant and improve its
educational facilities. By 1939 the General Assembly authorized the establishment of graduate work in liberal arts and the
professions. The School of Law [14] began operation in 1940, and the School of Library Science [15] was created in 1941.
Because of this growth and expansion, the legislature changed the name of the institution to North Carolina College at
Durham.

In 1969 the legislature again changed the name of the college to reflect its new university status. In 1972 North Carolina
Central University became a constituent institution of the University of North Carolina System [16]. The university in the early
2000s enrolled nearly 6,000 students earning degrees in a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate programs on its
100-acre campus.

Educator Resources:

Grades K-8: https://www.ncpedia.org/historically-black-colleges-and-universities-K-8 [2]
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Additional Resources:

North Carolina Central University: http://www.nccu.edu/ [17]
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NC Highway Historical Marker G-53: https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-
marker-program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=G-53 [3]

North Carolina Central University Yearbooks: https://lib.digitalnc.org/search?
ln=en&p=691:%22North+Carolina+Central+University%22%20AND%20655:%22Yearbooks%22&sf=year&so=a [18]

Search results for 'North Carolina Central University' in NC Digital Collections: https://digital.ncdcr.gov/documents?
search=north%20carolina%20central%20university&searchtypes=Metadata|Full%20text&applyState=true [19]

NCCU contributions to NC Digital Collections: https://digital.ncdcr.gov/documents?
search=%22%22North%20Carolina%20Central%20University%22%22&searchtypes=Metadata|Full%20text&applyState=true.
[20]

Gershenhorn, Jerry. “Stalling Integration: The Ruse, Rise, and Demise of North Carolina College’s Doctoral Program in
Education, 1951-1962.” The North Carolina Historical Review 82, no. 2 (2005): 156–92.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23523506 [21].

Image Credit:

NC Highway Historical Marker G-53. Courtesy of NC Office of Archives and History:
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=G-53 [3] (accessed November 16, 2012).
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