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This map depicts the
Carolinas at the time of
Henderson's
administration. Click on
the image to see a
larger version.  [4]Henderson Walker (ca. 1659-1704), during “whose administration ye province injoyed that
tranquility which is to be wished it may never want,” worked to establish the Church of England [5] as a government
supported religious denomination in North Carolina. Walker was born around 1659 and trained in the law. He arrived in
Albemarle around 1682. In April 1686 Walker married Deborah Green; they had only one child, a daughter Elizabeth. In
February 1694 Walker married Ann Lillington, daughter of Alexander and Elizabeth Lillington. The second marriage
produced no children.

In Albemarle Walker led the life of a colonial gentleman. He acquired land, raised and sold livestock, and co-owned the
sloop Debertus with a Boston merchant. Throughout his life, Walker worked as an attorney. He started out his public
career as a clerk of the county courts. Walker held a variety of public offices, including assembly man and customs
collector. He became attorney general in October 1695, a position he held briefly, and sat as a justice on the General
Court, Court of Chancery, and Admiralty Court. He first joined the colonial council under Governor Thomas Harvey [6] in
1694. As a council member, Walker was appointed as boundary commissioner by Governor Harvey in March 1699 to help
settle the boundary dispute with Virginia. Following the death of Harvey in July 1699, Harvey was chosen by the council to
serve as chief executive.

During Walker’s tenure, North Carolina enjoyed a period of relative peace and growth as people came from Virginia.
However, Walker faced his share of problems. Cases were heard in court involving assaults upon colonists by Indians. In
1703, the Meherrin Indians were charged with “destroying their stock and burning their timber and houses refusing to pay
tribute or render obedience to the Government.” Walker’s greatest challenge came from dealing with the royal and Virginia
governments. The Crown wanted to gain control of the proprietary colonies in America. It used navigational acts and
admiralty courts [7] to undermine the proprietary colonies. Walker was caught between obeying the Crown or the Lords
Proprietors [8]. The Virginia government was worried about the large migration of settlers from Virginia to North Carolina
and the two colonies continued to debate the unsettled boundary.

As a devoted Anglican, Walker worked to make the Church of England stronger in North Carolina. In November 1701, a
receptive assembly enacted the first law (known as a vestry act) that established parishes and vestries and provided “for
building of Churches and establishing a maintenance for Ministers.” A poll tax “on every Tythable in the precinct” was
evidently the way the Church of England was to support itself. This act was not popular with non-Anglicans.

Walker continued as governor until summer 1703 when he relinquished the governorship to Robert Daniel [9]. Walker
remained on the council, serving as its president from 1703 to 1704 and continued to sit as a justice. Walker died on April
14, 1704 and was buried at his plantation “on a point of land not far from the water [Albemarle Sound], and sufficiently
elevated above it to command an extensive prospect in every direction.” However, the encroachment of the water in time
resulted in the governor’s remains being moved to the churchyard of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Edenton.
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