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65 carat emerald found in
Hiddenite, North Carolina. Image
available from Discovery Channel.  [2]

"Nature's sample case" has long been a term applied to North Carolina because of its more than 300 native rocks and
minerals, such as iron, limestone, gold, emeralds, sapphires, and moonstones. More than 70 have economic value and
about 50 have been mined or quarried in commercial quantities. The North Carolina Geological and Economic Survey [3]

published a series of bulletins-begun in 1893 and continuing into the twenty-first century-about geology, mineralogy, and
geography, including significant reports on the sources, quality, and conservation of water.

The state proved to be a valuable source of scarce and important natural resources during World War II [4]. With the
assistance of the U.S. Bureau of Mines [5], both tungsten and manganese were discovered, and more than 400 mines of
various kinds were opened and operated. A research library was established at North Carolina State University [6] to be of
use in identifying, planning for, and preserving the state's mineral resources.
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Additional Resources:

North Carolina Minerals, NC Geological Survey:
http://www.geology.enr.state.nc.us/Mineral%20resources/mineralresources.html [7].

North Carolina Geologic Survey Website: http://www.geology.enr.state.nc.us/ [8]

Rocks and Minerals, LearnNC: http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4119 [9]

Image Credit:

65 carat emerald found in Hiddenite, North Carolina. Image available from Discovery Channel. Available from
http://news.discovery.com/earth/north-carolina-emerald.html [2] (accessed August 27, 2012).
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