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"Rowan County’s Natural Walls". Image made available by
North Carolina Miscellany, photo from North Carolina
Collection’s Photographic Archives (P1-80-N285w).  [3]

Natural walls in Rowan County [4], freshly exposed from subterranean sites by heavy rains in the summer of 1794, sparked
widespread interest at home and abroad. They were discovered near Second Creek and South Yadkin River at several
places ranging between three and nine miles east of the town of Salisbury [5]. They appeared to be laid in a straight line.
The top of the most fully exposed wall seemed to be made of stones carefully cut into blocks, fitted and held together by
mortar of various colors. The wall measured about 22 inches wide at the top, slightly wider at the bottom, and 12 to 14
feet high. Locally, the material was called "black whin," and people who saw portions of the wall concluded that it had
been laid by prehistoric people whom they called mound builders.

By 1881 the true nature of the wall was known, although at various times throughout the next century newspapers
continued to repeat the old beliefs. The wall was formed naturally of traprock [6], which is found in a dozen North Carolina
counties. It originated as magma of volcanic origin and consists of basalt, diabase, and gabbro, identified by Jasper L.
Stuckey [7], state geologist, as including "dense, dark-colored, and fine-grained igneous rocks" that form distinctive joints
on cooling.

References:

Jethro Rumple, A History of Rowan County, North Carolina (1881).

Jasper L. Stuckey, North Carolina: Its Geology and Mineral Resources (1965).

Image Credit:

"Rowan County’s Natural Walls". Image made available by North Carolina Miscellany, photo from North Carolina
Collection’s Photographic Archives (P1-80-N285w). Available from
http://www.lib.unc.edu/blogs/ncm/index.php/2009/02/20/rowan-countys-natural-walls/ [3] (accessed July 23, 2012)

Subjects: 
Early Statehood (1789-1820) [8]

Gilded Age (1876-1900) [9]

Natural resources [10]

Authors: 
Powell, William S. [11]

Origin - location: 
Rowan County [12]

Salisbury [13]

From: 
Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [14]

1 January 2006 | Powell, William S.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/natural-walls
1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/natural-walls
https://ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william
http://www.lib.unc.edu/blogs/ncm/index.php/2009/02/20/rowan-countys-natural-walls/
https://ncpedia.org/geography/rowan
https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&q=Salisbury+north+carolina&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x8853f2d725a9946b:0x9636c83ae46913cb,Salisbury,+NC&gl=us&ei=HXoNUOyILIyo8QT3-8DuCg&ved=0CKoBELYD
http://www.thesunrockgroup.com/construction-materials/trap-rock
http://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog/0007395
http://www.lib.unc.edu/blogs/ncm/index.php/2009/02/20/rowan-countys-natural-walls/
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/early-statehood-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/natural-resources
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-13
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-19
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://ncpedia.org/natural-walls


Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/natural-walls [2] https://ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william [3] http://www.lib.unc.edu/blogs/ncm/index.php/2009/02/20/rowan-
countys-natural-walls/ [4] https://ncpedia.org/geography/rowan [5] https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&amp;client=firefox-
a&amp;q=Salisbury+north+carolina&amp;ie=UTF-
8&amp;hq=&amp;hnear=0x8853f2d725a9946b:0x9636c83ae46913cb,Salisbury,+NC&amp;gl=us&amp;ei=HXoNUOyILIyo8QT3-
8DuCg&amp;ved=0CKoBELYD [6] http://www.thesunrockgroup.com/construction-materials/trap-rock [7]
http://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog/0007395 [8] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/early-statehood-1 [9]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1 [10] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/natural-resources [11]
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0 [12] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-13 [13]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-19 [14] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

2

https://ncpedia.org/natural-walls
https://ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william
https://ncpedia.org/geography/rowan
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/early-statehood-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/natural-resources
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-13
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-19
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	Natural Walls [1]
	Natural Walls

