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Mont. Amoena Seminary, Mt. Pleasant, N. C. , ca 1908. Image courtesy

of the North Carolina Collection. mMont Amoena Seminary in Cabarrus County 4
was founded by Mrs. D. H. Bittle in 1859, under the name Mount Pleasant Female Seminary, as a private liberal arts
academy for girls of high school age. It first consisted of one two-story frame building. The school was acquired by the
North Carolina Lutheran Synod s in 1869 and continued to educate both day students and boarders in fields including
English, Latin, mathematics, and music. Many of its headmasters were Lutheran ministers. After the Civil War ), it
became popular with parents in Concord, and according to one source "was an island of culture in the difficult years" that
followed the war.

In 1892 the school's name was changed to Mont Amoena Seminary, the name being the Latin equivalent of Mount
Pleasant, the location of the school. The school's original multipurpose frame building was destroyed by fire in November
1911, and a new three-story brick building with white columns and modern amenities was constructed on seven acres
near the old site at a cost of $30,000.

In 1927, after more than 65 years of educating young women, Mont Amoena Seminary was closed, largely because of
worsening school finances and improvements in the local public schools. Several years thereafter, its male equivalent
academy, Mount Pleasant Collegiate Institute, also closed its doors.

Reference:
Raymond M. Bost and Jeff L. Norris, All One Body: The Story of the North Carolina Lutheran Synod, 1803-1993(1994).
Additional Resources:

Mount Amoena Seminary, NC Highway Historical Marker L-66: ttps //www.ncdcr. gov/about/h|story/d|V|S|on -historical-
hi I-mark /M .
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Town of Mount Pleasant: http://www.townofmountpleasantnc.org/ s
Image Credit:

Mont. Amoena Seminary, Mt. Pleasant, N. C. , ca 1908. Image courtesy of the North Carolina Collection. Available from
http://de.lib.unc.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/nc_post/id/1489 (5 (accessed November 2, 2012).
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