Published on NCpedia (https://ncpedia.org)

Home > Lumber Room

Lumber Room i,

Lumber Room

by William S. Powell 2, 2006

See also: Travelers' Rooms 31

"Lumber room" was a term applied to a room in a home or an out-building in which seldom-used objects were stored if it
seemed they might be of use in the future. A North Carolina law enacted in 1715 required that "Household Stuffs &
Lumber" being held for a minor orphan, should, if the goods might deteriorate with age, be "sold at Publick Outcry" and
the money held for the orphan until he came of age. In the epilogue to his three-act comedy, Nolens Volens: or, The Bitter
Bit s, published in New Bern in 1809, playwright Everard Hall took little pride in his work and conceded that "his play may
rank with useless lumber."
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