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An Era of Progress and Promise, 1908-1912. Image courtesy of State Library
of North Carolina.  [5]Kittrell College [6] was established in 1886
in Vance County [7] by the African Methodist Episcopal Church [8] as a normal and industrial school to train African
American [9] male youth. Additional support in its early years came from church groups in Virginia and Pennsylvania. The
name of the institution changed three times, becoming Kittrell College in 1901. The original wooden buildings of the
campus were destroyed by fires, and support to replace the old structures came from Benjamin N. Duke [10]. Duke
provided funds for the old buildings of Trinity College [11] (later Duke University [12]'s East Campus) in Durham to be
dismantled and moved to the Kittrell campus, where they were reassembled.

From its beginning, Kittrell offered work-study programs to enable students of limited financial means to gain a higher
education. The college offered a two-year course in either a terminal vocation or in work that could be credited toward a
bachelor's degree. In 1975 its enrollment was 396. Soon thereafter, the school experienced severe economic problems
and was forced to close.
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