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Disabled Veterans of the Civil War, Part III  [1]

Pensions, Prostheses, and Support

Support for disabled veterans after the Civil War varied. Union veterans had stronger support systems. They were funded
and supplied through the federal government as early as 1862. The Confederate Congress employed paid relief systems
by 1863. Confederate veterans received less support than Union veterans. The defeat of the Confederacy destroyed the
Confederate government. Because of this, no support systems for Confederate veterans were created on a national scale.
Programs to support Confederate veterans were state funded. The emancipation of enslaved workers and the Civil War
damaged the South’s slave-based economy. This meant that there were few jobs and most state economies were
depressed. Disabled Confederate veterans required even more financial support. They could only work limited jobs due to
their disabilities. They also could not perform jobs that they had before, like farming.

North Carolina was an early supporter of Confederate veterans. It was the first state to provide artificial limbs to
Confederate amputees. Artificial limbs were formerly sold by private companies and required money to buy. A series of
January 1866 programs [2] allowed disabled veterans to receive an artificial leg at no cost. North Carolina included arms at
no cost by the next year. The producer of the artificial limbs was the Jewett’s Patent Leg Company [3]. The factory was
located in downtown Raleigh. Confederate veterans were invited to Raleigh to stay while they were fitted for their limbs.
The factory produced artificial limbs until 1867. 

Pensions were another form of public support for disabled veterans. Pensions for Union veterans came first and started in
[4] 1862. The payments were small. They could not support someone as a primary source of income. The 1879 Arrears Act
[5], the 1890 Dependent Pension Act [6], and the 1907 age disability act helped expand the Union pension system.
Confederate veterans received support from state-based programs. The North Carolina legislature passed a law granting
$60 per year to Civil War veterans in 1879. This payment was for veterans who had lost both arms, both legs, or were
totally blind. Twelve individuals applied for this pension. The program was expanded in 1885 to include more veterans as
well as widows of veterans. Confederate widows received additional support in an 1887 act, and again in a 1909 act. Old
age of Confederate veterans was recognized for pension payments by a 1901 act. Pensions and programs to supply
artificial limbs to Confederate veterans were popular. Some people disagreed. William Henry Glasson [7], a notable
academic of the time, framed pensions as “expensive” and “most costly [8]." 

Pensions were paid for many years. Surprisingly, the last person to receive a Civil War pension payment actually died in
June 2020 in Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Irene Triplett was the last person to receive these payments. Her father, Moses
Triplett [9], was both a Confederate and Union veteran. He switched from the Confederacy to the Union before the Battle of
Gettysburg. He did so to qualify for a Union pension after the war. Irene was born in 1930. Moses was 83 and her mother
Elida was 34 at the time of her birth. Younger women often married older Civil War veterans with pensions during the
Great Depression [10]. Pensions offered financial security to families during a hard time. Irene inherited her father’s pension
payments until she died. 

Soldiers' homes were another form of public support. Disabled veterans of the Civil War were offered shelter at these
institutions. The soldiers’ homes grew to become facilities with games, churches, and more support systems over time.
Disabled Union veterans benefitted from the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers [11] system. This system was a
federal program that sponsored soldiers’ homes in various states in the United States. Similar to pensions, Confederate
veterans did not have a national system to use. Soldiers’ homes in Confederate states were state-sponsored. Virginia and
Tennessee had facilities for both Union and Confederate soldiers’ homes. The Confederate Soldiers' Home in Raleigh [12]

was North Carolina’s site of support. Plans to found a home for Confederate veterans in North Carolina began in 1881.
The Confederate Veterans Association of North Carolina formed and helped support the plans. They leased an eight-room
house beginning in 1890. Its purpose was to serve as a “home or homes for indigent, infirm and invalid Confederate
soldiers and sailors, or their widows and orphans.” The house is located on Polk and Bloodworth Streets in downtown
Raleigh. In 1891, a permanent home was granted by the state government. They converted the former Confederate
Pettigrew Hospital [13] into a soldier’s home. It was called Camp Russell and was managed by the Soldiers' Home
Association. It was the fifth home for Confederate veterans in the nation, and 1456 men lived there until it closed in the
1930s. A third of these veterans were wounded or had disabilities from the Civil War. Camp Russell closed in August
1938 after the last Confederate veteran living there left to live with his family.

Guided Reading Questions:

1. What was the name of the company that produced artificial limbs for disabled veterans?
2. What were pensions?
3. What was Camp Russell and when did it close?
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William Henry Glasson [7]
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North Carolina Confederate Soldiers' Home  [12]
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Artificial leg manufactured by Jewett's Patent Leg Company in Raleigh and was issued to Samuel Clark of Granville
County.

27 September 2023 | Dease, Jared

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/anchor/disabled-veterans-civil-1

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/anchor/disabled-veterans-civil-1 [2] https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/public-laws-of-the-state-of-north-carolina-passed-
by-the-general-assembly-1865-1866/1952729?item=2024513 [3] https://ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?MarkerId=H-112 [4]
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2010/spring/civilwarpension.html [5] https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/dictionaries-thesauruses-
pictures-and-press-releases/pension-act-arrears [6] https://www.law.cornell.edu/topn/dependent_pension_act [7]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/glasson-william-henry [8] https://newspapers.digitalnc.org/lccn/sn92072955/1904-11-06/ed-1/seq-9/ [9]
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/last-person-receive-civil-war-pension-dies-180975049/ [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/great-depression
[11] https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2004/spring/soldiers-home.html [12] https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-soldiers-home [13]
https://www.flickr.com/photos/north-carolina-state-archives/32139310413 [14] https://doi.org/10.1080/15299732.2015.1041070  [15]
https://npsgnmp.wordpress.com/2014/10/31/national-disability-employment-awareness-month-and-a-civil-war-connection/ [16]
https://www.loc.gov/item/2015645585/ [17] https://www.jstor.org/stable/26070224 [18] https://newspapers.digitalnc.org/lccn/sn85042143/1866-01-
19/ed-1/seq-2/  [19] https://finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/00426/  [20] https://library.biblioboard.com/content/55a04edd-0a99-48ef-94e8-b1e89166ed38 [21]
https://library.artstor.org/asset/SS7731291_7731291_10903867 [22] https://newspapers.digitalnc.org/lccn/sn85042098/1881-06-16/ed-1/seq-3/  [23]
https://www.civilwarmed.org/ptsd/ [24] https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4790547/ [25] https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2019/04/09/to-
remake-a-man-disability-and-the-civil-war/  [26] https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469643588_sommerville [27]
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/who-fought [28] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/anchor-north  [29]
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/dease-jared [30] https://ncpedia.org/www.ncpedia.org/confederate-soldiers-home [31]
https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-pensions [32] https://digital.ncdcr.gov/spotlights/confederate-pension-applications  [33]
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2016/01/23/north-carolina-buys-artificial-limbs-confederate-amputees

4

https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2016/01/23/north-carolina-buys-artificial-limbs-confederate-amputees
https://ncpedia.org/anchor/disabled-veterans-civil-1
https://ncpedia.org/anchor/disabled-veterans-civil-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/anchor-north
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/dease-jared
https://ncpedia.org/www.ncpedia.org/confederate-soldiers-home

	Disabled Veterans of the Civil War, Part III [1]
	Pensions, Prostheses, and Support


