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Augustus Mclver Witherspoon earned a doctorate in
botany from North Carolina State University (NCSU) in
1970. In doing this, he became the second African
American to earn a PhD at the university. And he was the
first black teacher in the university’s history to achieve the
rank of professor. He was also the first African American
to have a building named in his honor on the NCSU
campus. Witherspoon spent 23 years at NCSU. And in
that time, he produced many academic publications and
ground-breaking research. He held senior administrative
positions. And he became a community leader, leading
efforts to support minority students and break down racial
barriers on campus.

Witherspoon was known as one of the ‘Founding Fathers” of the African American Cultural Center at NCSU. He used
diplomacy and his stature as a scholar to influence policies to help dismantle racial discrimination on campus. And he
worked for policies that provided more opportunity for African American students. He did this in an era when southern
colleges and universities continued to resist improved social attitudes toward race. College professors played a critical
role in promoting change in campus life. And Witherspoon was this type of professor. He compelled NCSU to shape its
policies to promote black dignity and freedoms. And he worked for thoughtful dialogue with the dominant white culture.

Augustus “Gus” Witherspoon inspired respect from the southern establishment in North Carolina. He was a Korean War
era veteran, a Christian minister, and a well published scholar. He rose to hold high-ranking administrative positions at
NCSU. He served as the Assistant Dean, Acting Dean and Associate Dean on the College of Agricultural Life Sciences
Graduate School. And he became Associate Provost and Coordinator of African American Affairs. The university named
the Augustus Mclver Witherspoon Student Center in honor of his contributions.

Professor Witherspoon was married to Ruth Scipio, a
native of Darlington, South Carolina. Known as “Cookie”,
she was born in 1931. She attended the Columbia
Hospital School of Nursing in Columbia, South Carolina
and had a long career in nursing. She became the first
African American charge nurse at Rex Hospital in Raleigh.
She died on October 15, 2015.

Witherspoon recognized that the intersection of school,
church and community were important for African
American advancement. And his influence reached far
beyond campus in secular and religious leadership roles.
He passed away on June 6, 1994 at the age of 63 after a
brief battle with cancer.

References:
Augustus M. Witherspoon, Obituary, News and Observer (Raleigh, NC), June 7, 1994.

Carolina Times. (Durham, NC), May 19, 1973.

“Remembering a Legacy: Dr. Augustus Mclver Witherspoon,” NCSU 50N Anniversary of African American
Undergraduates, 2007, NCSU Libraries Special Collection Research Center, Coll. No. UA005.014.

Dunn, LaTonya. "The Legacy of Dr. Augustus Mclver Witherspoon." Nubian Message (Raleigh, NC, NCSU newspaper),
April 1, 1995. https://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog/nubian-message-1995-04-01 2

“Phi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity: A Tribute to Augustus M. Witherspoon, An Alpha Legacy. Friday
September 11, 1992, 7:00pm North Carolina State University Jane S. McKimmon Center” NCSU Libraries Special
Collection Research Center, Coll. No. UA005.014, Coll. Title African American Affairs Box 4, Folder 15. North Carolina


https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/witherspoon-august-mciver
https://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog/nubian-message-1995-04-01

State University, Raleigh, North Carolina, USA.

Haslerig, S., Bernhard, L. M., Fuentes, M. V., Panter, A. T., Daye, C. E., & Allen, W. R. (2013). A compelling interest:
Activating the benefits of classroom-level diversity. Journal of Diversity in Higher Education, §3), 158—
173. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0034065 3

Williamson-Lott, Joy Ann. Jim Crow Campus: Higher Education and the Struggle for a New Southern Social Order (New
York: Teachers College Press, 2018), 122.

Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the Oppressed(New York: Continuum, 1970)
Additional Resources:

Hill, Steven A. "Augustus Mclver Witherspoon (A 2-minute biography by Steven A. Hill)," YouTube Video, 2:28, December
6, 2019, https://youtu.be/cq8TDhyCaEK 4.

Subjects:

Black and African American People s
Biographies s

Educators 17

Scientists & Inventors g
Universities and colleges 9
Authors:

Hill, Steven 1o

Origin - location:

Wake County 111

Raleigh [12]

North Carolina State University (13

7 January 2020 | Hill, Steven

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/witherspoon-august-mciver

Links

1] https://ncpedia.org/witherspoon-august-mciver [2] https:/d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog/nubian-message-1995-04-01 [3]
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/a0034065 [4] https://youtu.be/cq8TDhyCaEk [5] https:/ncpedia.org/category/subjects/african-americans [6]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [7] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [8]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/scientists-inventors [9] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/universities-and- [10]
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/hill-steven [11] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w [12] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-
location/piedmont-0 [13] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-35


https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/a0034065
https://youtu.be/cq8TDhyCaEk
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/african-americans
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/scientists-inventors
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/universities-and-
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/hill-steven
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-35
https://ncpedia.org/witherspoon-august-mciver
https://ncpedia.org/witherspoon-august-mciver
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/african-americans
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/scientists-inventors
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/universities-and-
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/hill-steven
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-35

	Witherspoon, August McIver [1]
	Witherspoon, August McIver
	11 Sept. 1930-6 June 1994


