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by Sheila Bumgarner, 2006

Glencoe, named for a Scottish battle, in central 

The company store (left) and houses along a street in Glencoe, 1978. Courtesy of North Carolina Office
of Archives and History, Raleigh. Alamance County
[2] is the site of Glencoe Mill and Village, one of the best preserved mill communities [3] in the state. Built between 1879 and
1880 by William and James Holt, sons of textile magnate Edwin M. Holt [4], the 95-acre complex was home to one of many
prosperous textile mills [5] in North Carolina. Glencoe Mill produced flannel, plaid, and other cotton cloth for almost 80
years. When the mill ceased production in 1954, the workers abandoned their company-owned homes in search of work.

The village sat virtually untouched for nearly three decades, a stark reminder of a once vibrant textile industry. The site
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. In 1997 Preservation North Carolina [6] (PNC), an
organization dedicated to preserving the state's historic structures, bought the 105-acre property, which had 32 remaining
houses (some in very poor condition) and several mill buildings. PNC installed water and sewer lines, upgraded the roads
within the property, and began selling the houses to buyers interested in restoring them and living in Glencoe. Several
new houses also have been built in the style of the historic houses, and the mill buildings are undergoing renovation.
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The company store (left) and houses along a street in Glencoe, 1978. Courtesy of North Carolina Office of Archives and
History, Raleigh.
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