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Freeholders were free persons who owned land. The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina in 1669 [3] required that, among other things, candidates must be freeholders to qualify for office holding
and membership in the colonial Assembly. In some cases the requisite minimum amount of land held was 500 acres. In 1681 instructions to the governor [4]from London directed that five freeholders
be elected as representatives in the Assembly.

In 1760, in response to some confusion as to the precise definition of the term, the legislature specified that "freeholder" meant a person in actual possession of real estate [5] for his own lifetime. A
person in possession of "an estate of Greater Dignity, fifty acres of Land or a Lot in some Town" in the parish for which an election was held would qualify. A would-be voter also had to be 21 years
of age.

Additional Resources:

Laws of North Carolina 1760 [6]: Google Books.

Subjects: 
American Revolution (1763-1789) [7]

Colonial period (1600-1763) [8]

Early Statehood (1789-1820) [9]

Law and legal history [10]

Precolonial period (pre-1600) [11]

Authors: 
Powell, William S. [12]

From: 
Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [13]

1 January 2006 | Powell, William S.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/freeholders

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/freeholders [2] https://ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william [3] https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/nc05.asp [4] https://ncpedia.org/jenkins-john [5] https://ncpedia.org/real-estate [6] http://books.google.com/books?
id=4QQMAAAAYAAJ&amp;pg=PA425&amp;lpg=PA425&amp;dq=an+estate+of+Greater+Dignity,+fifty+acres+of+Land+or+a+Lot+in+some+Town&amp;source=bl&amp;ots=7zKPCoJ5uB&amp;sig=TzhaGRJObla8QS5YA8ycH9sInEs&amp;sa=X&amp;ei=HdQzUPHaNIji8gSlvoHwDQ&amp;ved=0CBkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&amp;q=an%20estate%20of%20Greater%20Dignity%2C%20fifty%20acres%20of%20Land%20or%20a%20Lot%20in%20some%20Town&amp;f=false
[7] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution [8] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period [9] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/early-statehood-1 [10] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/laws [11]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/prehistory [12] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0 [13] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/freeholders
https://ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/nc05.asp
https://ncpedia.org/jenkins-john
https://ncpedia.org/real-estate
http://books.google.com/books?id=4QQMAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA425&lpg=PA425&dq=an+estate+of+Greater+Dignity,+fifty+acres+of+Land+or+a+Lot+in+some+Town&source=bl&ots=7zKPCoJ5uB&sig=TzhaGRJObla8QS5YA8ycH9sInEs&sa=X&ei=HdQzUPHaNIji8gSlvoHwDQ&ved=0CBkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=an estate of Greater Dignity%2C fifty acres of Land or a Lot in some Town&f=false
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/early-statehood-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/laws
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/prehistory
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://ncpedia.org/freeholders
https://ncpedia.org/freeholders
https://ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william
https://ncpedia.org/jenkins-john
https://ncpedia.org/real-estate
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/early-statehood-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/laws
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/prehistory
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	Freeholders [1]
	Freeholders

