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See also: Duke Endowment [2]; Duke Power Company [3]; Duke University [4]; Sarah P. Duke Gardens [5]; W. Duke, Sons
and Company [6]

Duke Homestead. Image courtesy of NC Culture.  [7]As a yeoman farmer, Washington Duke [8]

(1820-1905) typified the great majority of white, male North Carolinians-indeed, white male southerners in general-before
the Civil War [9]. In the early 1850s he built a modest frame house on his farm, which was located in what was then Orange
County [10] about three miles outside of what would soon become Durham's Station [11] on the new North Carolina Railroad
[12]. After his first wife died, Duke married Artelia Roney in 1852. A daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was born to the couple in
1853. A son, Benjamin Newton [13], followed in 1855, and another son, James Buchanan [14], was born in 1856. Benjamin's
and James's subsequent business successes led to the creation of such important North Carolina institutions as the
American Tobacco Company [15], Duke University [4], and the Duke Power Company [3].

Although Washington Duke, like many other North Carolinians, opposed secession, he was drafted by Confederacy in
1864 and he served until the end of the war. Returning impoverished to his children and farm, he began, with the help of
his family, the home manufacture of smoking tobacco, which he transported by wagon to sell in the more populous
eastern part of the state. In 1874, inspired in part by the earlier move of his surviving son by his first wife, Brodie L. Duke,
Washington Duke sold the homeplace and moved with his family to the new town of Durham [16], which was growing
rapidly, along with the tobacco and textile industries.

In the early 1930s Washington Duke's granddaughter, Mary Duke Biddle, purchased the old homestead and gave it to
Duke University [4]. In 1974 the university, in turn, gave the house and 37 surrounding acres to the state, which added
Duke Homestead [17] to its list of North Carolina State Historic Sites [17]. In 1977 a tobacco history museum opened near the
original farmhouse and early "factories." Both the museum and the Duke Homestead are open to the public without
charge.
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1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/duke-homestead
https://ncpedia.org/duke-endowment
https://ncpedia.org/duke-power-company
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university
https://ncpedia.org/sarah-p-duke-gardens
https://ncpedia.org/w-duke-sons-and-company
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncculture/3117779001/
https://www.duke.edu/web/Archives/history/wdukebio.html
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=14674
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-railroad
https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-benjamin-newton
https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-james-buchanan
https://ncpedia.org/american-tobacco-company
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university
https://ncpedia.org/duke-power-company
https://ncpedia.org/geography/durham-city
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university
http://www.nchistoricsites.org/duke/
http://www.nchistoricsites.org/duke/
http://www.nchistoricsites.org/duke/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncculture/3117779001/


(accessed June 14, 2012).

Subjects: 
Antebellum (1820-1861) [18]

Civil War (1861-1865) [19]

Gilded Age (1876-1900) [20]

Great Depression (1929-1941) [21]

N.C. Industrial Revolution (1900-1929) [22]

Places [23]

Post War 20th Century (1946-2000) [24]

Reconstruction (1865-1876) [25]

World War I (1914-1918) [26]

World War II (1941-1945) [27]

Authors: 
Durden, Robert F. [28]

Origin - location: 
Durham [29]

Orange County [30]

From: 
Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [31]

1 January 2006 | Durden, Robert F.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/duke-homestead

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/duke-homestead [2] https://ncpedia.org/duke-endowment [3] https://ncpedia.org/duke-power-company [4]
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university [5] https://ncpedia.org/sarah-p-duke-gardens [6] https://ncpedia.org/w-duke-sons-and-company [7]
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncculture/3117779001/ [8] https://www.duke.edu/web/Archives/history/wdukebio.html [9] https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-
1900/civil-war [10] https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange [11] http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=14674 [12] https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-
railroad [13] https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-benjamin-newton [14] https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-james-buchanan [15]
https://ncpedia.org/american-tobacco-company [16] https://ncpedia.org/geography/durham-city [17] http://www.nchistoricsites.org/duke/ [18]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1 [19] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war [20]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1 [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/great-depression- [22]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places [24] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-
war-20th-cen [25] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/reconstruction [26] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-i [27]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-ii [28] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/durden-robert-f  [29] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-
location/piedmont-8 [30] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o [31] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

2

https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/great-depression-
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/reconstruction
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-i
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-ii
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/durden-robert-f
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://ncpedia.org/duke-homestead
https://ncpedia.org/duke-homestead
https://ncpedia.org/duke-endowment
https://ncpedia.org/duke-power-company
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university
https://ncpedia.org/sarah-p-duke-gardens
https://ncpedia.org/w-duke-sons-and-company
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-railroad
https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-benjamin-newton
https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-james-buchanan
https://ncpedia.org/american-tobacco-company
https://ncpedia.org/geography/durham-city
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/great-depression-
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/reconstruction
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-i
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-ii
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/durden-robert-f
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	Duke Homestead [1]
	Duke Homestead

