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Harriet Love discusses integration
In this 1998 oral history excerpt, Love speaks about the motivations people had for supporting integration and starts off
with an insightful response. She then goes on to describe many more subtle effects of integration such as the challenged
to teachers and parental responsibilities.

Transcript: 

Audio Transcript

I think what happened with integration for some, I don’t know exactly where it started or how it started. But I think there
were some people that felt like this is an opportunity for me to be forgiven for all my sins of treating people and my family
had slaves. For others it meant, I can change the world, I can—give me young boys and girls, black and white—I can
change them; I can mold them into wonderful people. I think everybody went in there with a set of rules and regulations for
themselves. I don’t even know whether it was really said other than getting a better education. I don’t ever really
remember anyone ever expounding on why we needed integration other than it was a mandate, a law to do it. It was to
get a better education. I think that our teachers—it’s like many things—it was thrown in their laps, and they had to deal
with it.

And overall looking back, I think they dealt with it very well, considering the training and planning they had for it. Because
you’re not trained—you’re trained to teach, period. You’re not trained to integrate people and make them get along and
know all of their problems and concerns and things like that. You’re not trained to do that. When you have an all black or
an all white situation, it becomes a little bit easier. At least it was years ago. I don’t know how it is now. Years ago, a little
bit easier because you could just about look in that classroom and find at least three students that you knew the families.
And if you talked to the others, you’d find someone that knew them. It was just, you were given a little bit of information.
Now, you’ve got students from all walks of life so where do you begin? If you say this, you offend this one; if you say this,
you offend another one. If you say something else, you embrace that group. So I think that there needs to be a re-
emphasizing the expectations of teachers in the classroom. I think the people that can do that best are our retirees
because they’ve been there. They worked with little or nothing, many of them.

When we were in school, we always heard about we got the used books and things of that nature. In some instances, they
were used. But that was not something that they harped on in the classroom. We were wanting to learn and they were
wanting to teach. Everyone likes a new book, but the main thing was we had the books; we had the tools to do what we
needed to do.
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I think that schools now have all these tools, but they don’t have something in place and that’s that sociology kind of
mentality so that they’ll know each group. That’s almost too much for a teacher to grasp in nine months time. You know,
you’ve got nine months and you’ve got all. You’ve got Asians. You’ve got Hispanics, African Americans, whites, Greeks;
you’ve got everything. You barely can say their names. But I think that’s a little much for teachers right now to have to do
all of those things and teach. Whether she knows it or not; whether she teaches no language, she’s still bilingual; or he’s
still bilingual because they’ve got to communicate. That’s something that’s causing a lot of frustration among teachers and
parents.

I think that every parent, they want what’s best for their child. I don’t care what the background is. They want that child
treated fairly first of all, and they want to make sure they get in a good education. Well, I know in order for that to happen,
there’s a role that I have to play as a parent outside of the classroom. And then there’s a role that I have to play as a
parent supporting the classroom. I think that that needs to be conveyed to parents also. Not about getting that report card
in May and learning that the child hasn’t done anything the whole year. It’s about being there and giving some of your time
when you can. Attending teachers’ meetings, I’ve done it all. And that’s one reason, I worked three to eleven when I first,
my children first started school. So I would be there to get them off to school, and my husband would be there to get them
in the evening. They saw both of us, and we would do our things together on the weekend and all that, but at least they
got a good send off. It wasn’t rushed or pushed. They weren’t frustrated, and I think it takes all of that. I think it takes
planning when you have children. You’ve got to plan for their future as well as your own.
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