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See also: Girl Scouts of the U.S.A [2]

Unidentified NC Highway Patrol
personnel, c.1960, with Boy Scouts
and Cub Scout. From NC Department
of Conservation and Development,
Travel and Tourism photo files, North
Carolina State Archives, Raleigh, NC,
call #: ConDev_TID_367_2.  [3]The scouting movement, incorporating personal integrity, preparedness, and
philanthropic ideals, was founded in 1907 by retired British army officer Lord Robert Baden-Powell [4]following his founding
of an experimental camp on Brownsea Island off the southern coast of England. The first scout troops in the United States
were organized before the establishment of a national office; they were informal programs modeled on Baden-Powell's
handbook. The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) [5]was incorporated on 8 Feb. 1910 by William D. Boyce [6], a Chicago
publisher who had been in London the previous year and was impressed with the group.

Scouting in North Carolina began in 1910 in Greensboro [7], with the founding of what seems to be the state's first scout
troop. The Greensboro Area Council of the BSA was formed in 1918. Scouting increased greatly in the state after Boyce
established a separate organization, the Lone Scouts, which offered a scouting program to boys in rural areas. The Lone
Scout program became a part of the BSA in 1924. The program thrived in rural North Carolina. A Lone Scout Museum [8] at
the John J. Barnhardt Scout Camp [9]near New London in Stanly County [10] preserves mementos of the program.

The first scout troop in Winston-Salem [11] was formed at Fairview Moravian Church [12] in 1911. By 1918 at least 16 troops
had been organized in Winston-Salem and a Winston-Salem council had been organized. The following year the council
employed a full-time scout executive and opened a council office. Land for a permanent camp was donated to the counci
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Boy scouts team of Walters Plant,
no date (c.1960), location unknown,
showing Boy Scouts chopping wood
and making camp in the woods.
From Carolina Power and Light
(CP&L) Photograph Collection
(Ph.C.68), North Carolina State
Archives, call #: PhC68_1_508_3.  [13]l in 1923. In 1928 the Winston-Salem Council assumed oversight of scout troops
in six other counties, and to reflect the larger geographical jurisdiction the council name was changed to Old Hickory [14] in
1941. The following year Stokes County [15]transferred from the Cherokee Council [16], headquartered at the time in
Reidsville. Like many of the first council camps, the 43-acre camp in Forsyth County [17] could not meet the expanding
program needs of the growing council, and in 1953-54 land was purchased in Surry County [18]. The first summer camp
was held at the council's new camp, Raven Knob [19], in the summer of 1954. Currently, the Old Hickory Council serves
Forsyth [17], Stokes [15], Yadkin [20], Surry [18], Wilkes [21], Alleghany [22], Ashe [23], and Watauga [24]Counties.

Each North Carolina council operates one or more year-round camping facilities that offer a resident summer camp
program and are available for unit activities throughout the year. Councils are subdivided into districts. Each district is
served by a professional staff member who works through a volunteer district committee to provide organizational training
and program support for individual cub scout packs, scout troops, explorer posts, and varsity scout teams.

During scouting's early years, segregation [25] was the law in the southern states. Most North Carolina councils had a
single black district, which served all African American [26] scout units in that council and operated separate camps for
them. Because these districts covered a wide area, and because the camps lacked the resources available at the white
camps, there never was a proportionate number of African American scouts in the segregated South. Nevertheless,
committed volunteers and professionals made possible outstanding scouting programs in a few of North Carolina's black
communities. One of the earliest African American troops in the South was organized in 

Boy Scouts Repairing Toys, Greensboro, NC,
c.1930-1939. From the Charles A. Farrell Photo
Collection, PhC.9, North Carolina State
Archives, Raleigh, NC, call #: PhC9_1_104.  [27]Elizabeth City in 1911.

Cub scouting became an official part of the BSA in 1930, although programs for younger boys modeled on BadenPowell's
Wolf Cub's Handbook [28] had operated for a decade without official sanction of the national office. The first Sea Scouting
program for older boys began in 1911. Since then, the BSA has developed a number of programs for older youth,
including Rover Scouts, Explorer Scouts, Air Explorers, Exploring, and Varsity Scouts. In 1969 girls became participants in
explorer activities, and two years later they were registered as Explorers.

In the early 2000s, the BSA had hundreds of troops and 31 camps in North Carolina, involving thousands of scouts at
various levels. Camps in the state that are the property of the BSA include Bonner Scout Reservation [29] in Washington,
Camp Daniel Boone [30] in Canton, Mecklenburg Scout Reservation [31] in Nebo, and Occoneechee Scout Reservation [32] in
Carthage. BSA members also use facilities at North Carolina's various state parks and wilderness areas.
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Additional Resources:

Boy Scouts of America: http://www.scouting.org/ [33]
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