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A photograph of Bennett Place from the 1900s. Image from the
North Carolina Digital Collections.  [3]Bennett Place in western Durham [4] was the locale of negotiations that led to the largest troop surrender of the Civil War [5]. The
farmhouse of James and Nancy Bennitt (as they spelled their name) was on the Hillsborough Road, seven miles from Durham Station and about midway between the Confederate army commanded
by Gen. Joseph E. Johnston and the Union army commanded by Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman. Under a flag of truce the two commanders met at the farm three times to discuss a peaceful
conclusion to a tragic war. After Sherman's initial agreement was disapproved by President Andrew Johnson [6], terms of a military surrender acceptable to both sides were reached on 26 Apr. 1865,
17 days after Gen. Robert E. Lee had surrendered his army to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia. Johnston's surrender affected 89,270 soldiers in the two Carolinas,
Georgia, and Florida. It also spared North Carolina the destruction that had befallen neighboring states.

An 1865 engraving depicting the meeting between Gens. Joseph E. Johnston and William T. Sherman
at Bennett Place. North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library. North Carolinians, who did not like to recall the surrender, neglected the site for years. It was
not until 1919 that Samuel T. Morgan [7] of Richmond, Va., acquired the farm and talked of a park there; but the house, except for its stone chimney, burned in 1921, and Morgan died before the plans
materialized. R. O. Everett of Durham, a member of the General Assembly [8], secured an agreement by which the state would erect a monument and maintain the site in return for a grant of 3½
acres. A Bennett Place Memorial Commission was created for this purpose, and in 1923 the Unity Monument was raised. Rather than mark the site of a surrender, it proclaimed national unity as
demonstrated in the agreement between Johnston and Sherman.

With the approach of the Civil War centennial, interest in the Bennett Place was revived in the 1950s and a reconstruction project was begun in 1960. A condemned house about the same age, size,
and interior arrangement as the Bennett house was discovered in the vicinity. It was acquired and moved to the site for restoration. Declared a North Carolina State Historic Site [9], the restored house
and separate kitchen were dedicated in 1962. An 1860 smokehouse [10] was later moved to the site, and in 1982 a visitors center with an auditorium, library/research room, and museum were built.

References:

Mark L. Bradley, This Astounding Close: The Road to Bennett Place (2000).

Richard F. Knapp, ed., North Carolina's State Historic Sites: A Brief History and Status Report (1995).

Arthur C. Menius III, "James Bennitt: Portrait of an Antebellum Yeoman," NCHR 58 (October 1981).

William M. Vatavuk, Dawn of Peace: The Bennett Place State Historic Site (1989).

Additional Resources:

Bennett Place State Historic Site: http://www.bennettplacehistoricsite.com/ [11]
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resolutions passed by the General Assembly at its session of 1923. Raleigh [N.C.]: Commercial Printing Co. 1923. https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/public-laws-and-resolutions-passed-by-
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General Assembly at its session of 1925. Raleigh [N.C.]: Commercial Printing Co. 1925. p.3. https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/public-laws-and-resolutions-passed-by-the-general-assembly-
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"Bennett Place as photographed in the early 1900's" Twenty-Eighth Biennial Report of the North Carolina Department of Archives and History. Raleigh, N.C.: Dept. of Archives and History. 1960. p.
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adv_all=Biennial%20Report%20of%20the%20North%20Carolina%20Department%20of%20Archives|AND&searchtypes=Metadata|Full%20text&dateFrom=19580101&dateTo=19621231&applyState=true
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An 1865 engraving depicting the meeting between Gens. Joseph E. Johnston and William T. Sherman at Bennett Place. North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library.
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