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Hermit speaks to Rama, Laksman, and Sita (Thai Ramayana mural)
A forest hermit speaks to Rama, Sita, and Laksman, as seen on a mural painting at the Emerald Buddha Temple. The
forest hermit's respected position as a wise sage is shown by his elevated position sitting on a stone platform at left.
Rama, Laksman, and Sita kneel on the ground at right. The hermit holds a palm leaf fan on a long handle.

The hermit's stone platform is backed by three other large bounders, and the meeting area is fringed by green and blue-
leafed trees. Note the tiny size of trees in the foreground compared to the size of the human figures. Although the trees'
scale appears "wrong," the tiny trees may also form a background for another scene in the mural that appears below this
one.

Although the forest hermit's clothes appear to be made of bark or animal skins, Rama, Laksman, and Sita all wear crowns
and their golden royal clothes. The green-skinned Rama kneels to the left, Laksman is in the middle, and a similarly
attired Sita kneels to the right.

Note that the precolonial dress of Southeast Asian men and women was very similar. Both sexes generally used cloth to
cover the area from their waists down to their knees or ankles, but clothing above the waist was somewhat optional,
largely depending on temperature and the formality of the occasion.
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