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A man squatting on the floor applies inlay designs to a wood plaque at a handicraft workshop in Hoi An. The employees at
this workshop are all disabled, but capable of making the precision crafts sold by the shop. The plaque this artisan is
making depicts an outdoor mountain scene with a horse and rider, bordered by geometric and floral designs. Another
plaque features large Chinese-style characters, undoubtedly invoking good fortune for the owner.

Hoi An already was a thriving sea port for sailing ships and maritime trade by the 1700s. Ethnic Chinese populations are
found in all urban and trade centers of Vietnam, but they are particularly large in Hoi An. Thus the frequent use of Chinese
characters in art and on public buildings. Quoc ngu was invented in the mid 17th century by Portuguese missionaries who
modified the Latin alphabet with accents and signs to represent the consonants, vowels, and tones of spoken
Vietnamese, and was later refined by French missionaries. When Vietnam was divided into North and South in 1954, quoc
ngu became the official written language of both nations. Chinese writing can still be seen in present-day Vietnam in cities
with large populations of ethnic Chinese, such as Hoi An, where this photograph was taken.
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