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Mattress rolls carried on bicycle rickshaw in Ho Chi Minh City's Chinatown
Two large rolls of quilted mattress pads are transported through a market street on a bicycle rickshaw, or cyclo, in Ho Chi
Minh City's Chinatown. Pedestrians, motorcycles, and minibuses maneuver around the huge load. Simple transportation
powered by human or animal labor often is used to transport heavy cargo for short distances in Southeast Asia. Shop
signs, including one for Coca Cola, are visible on storefronts in the background. After years of tense foreign relations after
the Vietnam War ended in 1975, the United States and Vietnam normalized diplomatic and trade relations by the 1990s.
By that time, the U.S. was no longer trying to fight Communists, and Communist states such as Russia, China, and
Vietnam all were partially opening their economies to some private trade.
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