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This diary was kept by Moses Ashley Curtis, who was living in Wilmington, North Carolina, in 1831. In these entries from
September 10–21, he describes the events that followed Nat Turner’s Rebellion — the rumors of a uprising of enslaved
people in Wilmington and the surrounding counties, the terrified reactions of white residents of the city, and the retribution
they exacted on the black people they believed responsible for the plot.
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