Published on NCpedia (https://ncpedia.org)

Home > Fort Raleigh: Closeup of earthworks and palisade

Fort Raleigh: Closeup of earthworks and palisade

Fort Raleigh: Closeup of earthworks and palisade

A reconstruction of the earthen fort built by the first European settlers of Roanoke Island in 1585. A palisade is visible to
the left of the entrance to the fort. A sign reads "Fragile Earthenworks -- Please Do Not Climb." The fort is the only
structure from the Roanoke settlement whose location has been located exactly. After intensive archaeological studies
and excavation from 1936 to 1948, National Park Service archaeologists had found enough evidence of the original moat
to justify reconstruction in 1950. Among the many artifacts recovered during excavation were a wrought iron sickle, an
Indian pipe, and metal counters used in accounting. The fort, which orignally commanded a good view of the sound, was
reconstructed in the same way it was built in 1585. Workers dug out the moat along its original lines, throwing dirt inward
to form a parapet that enclosed approximately 50 feet square. The forst was essentially a square with pointed bastions on
two sides and an octagonal bastion on the third. It is conjectured that the settlement's houses would have been built near
the road leading from the fort entrance.
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