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Factories and Mill Villages

Rural people who moved from farm to factory faced a difficult transition. Work in tobacco and textile mills was hard and
dangerous, and it involved entire families, just as farm work had. Many of these workers lived in mill villages owned by the
companies that employed them, and they created new communities and new ways of supporting one another. But low
pay, long hours, and dangerous working conditions also led them to begin thinking about organizing into labor unions. In
this chapter, we’ll read — and hear — the stories of some of those workers, and we’ll evaluate their lives, their work, and
how they adapted.
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Fig. 28. Group of Southern Cotton Mill Operatives.

A “Group of Southern Cotton Mill Operatives” photographed in the 1890s.
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