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Traveling the State
Transportation had always been difficult in North Carolina — both in the east, where rivers and swamps criscrossed the
landscape, and in the west, where mountain ranges separated scattered communities. The state was slow to fund
improvements, but in the first half of the nineteenth century, North Carolinians gradually built canals and roads to improve
transportation and trade. In this chapter, we’ll consider the difficulties of travel, the means of transportation available, and
the impact improvements had on the state’s economy.
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Today we take transportation for granted, but it was hard work getting around North Carolina in the early nineteenth
century.
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